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1 Kings 21 : 1-29; Eph. 5 : 6-21 
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November 10.—Jacob Deceives His Father..Gen, 27 : 18-29 
November 17.—Jacob Fleeing from His Angry 

oe ROR Aer Gen. 28: 10-22 
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“I Believe God” 
By Annie Johnson Flint 


I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me. Acts 27 : 25 


“] BELIEVE”— but, doI? Am I sure? 

Can I trust my trusting to endure ? 

Can I hope that my belief will last ? e 

Will my hand forever hold Him fast? 

Am I certain I am saved from sin ? 

Do I feel His presence here within? 

Do I hear Him tell me that He cares ? 

Do I sse the answers to my prayers ? 

Do no fears my confidence assail? 

Do I know my faith will never fail ? 


“I believe ’— ay, doI! I believe 

He will never fail me, never leave ; 

I believe He holds me, and I know 

His strong hand will never let me go. 
Séeing, hearing, feeling,— what are these? 
Given or withheld as He shal! please. 

I believe in Him and what He saith ; 

I have faith in Him, not in my faith; 

That may fail, to-morrow or to-day, 

Trust may weaken, feeling pass away, 
Thoughts grow weary, anxious ot depressed ; 
I believe in God— and here I fest. 








Heavenly Patriotism 


People breathe in patriotism nowadays. It is in 
the air everywhere; it “atmospheres” all that we see 
and hear and read and even think. And this 1s as it 
should be, facing such a peril as threatens the whole 
world, and with the nation committed to the mighty 
task it has undertaken of defeating the enemy. A 
man on his way to the office the other morning tard 
strains of-music, well sung by soprano. voices, ‘float- 
ing from the open door of a store; “America” was 
being sung, evidently by the girl and women workers 
there. Reaching his office, he had not been there 
matiy minutes before the music of “The Star Spangled 
Banner,” played by a band, came to him from the 
Street below.. This atmosphere of universal patriot- 


ism makes one ask himself the question, What would 
the nation be like if at every turn and under all 
circumstances people were reminded of the eternal 
peril threatening them through the desperate, deter- 


mined attacks of their great Adversary Satan. Sup-: 


pose the more than one hundred million persons in 
the United States were as keenly aroused to making 
Jesus Christ supreme in this nation and in the life 
of every individual. Suppose His claims and His 
blessings confronted one through insignia, slogans, 
and music everywhere. Suppose the man on his way 
to the office heard the strains of “Rock of Ages” sung 
by the employees of an entire store on a weekday 
morning. Suppose the streets echoed with the sound 
of “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” played by the best 
open-air bands. Does it not thrill the Christian to 
think of such a situation? We have good reason to 


‘believe that that will be the “atmosphere,” the actual 
‘fact during the thousand years when our Lord Jesus 


himself is reigning in personal presence over this 
earth. How people will think and talk about and re- 
joice in br then! Meantime let every Christian 
“do his bit” to give those near him their rightful 
opportunity-to hear all they should about this earth’s 
coming Kmg while there is yet time to make ready 
for his coming. 
yaa 


Broken Shears Religion 


Love 'to God and love for man are inseparable. 
They are the two halves of one whole. It is im- 
possible to cut with a half pair of shears. It is 
equally impossible to love God without loving our 
fellow-man‘ or to love our fellow-man without love 
te God. Jesus’ phraseology when he answered the in- 
telligent stribe is significant. After summing up the 
Decalogue in that wonderful, comprehensive state- 
ment that included whole-hearted love to God in 
combination with loving one’s neighbor as himself, he 
declared, “There is none other commandment greater 
than these” (Mark-.12:31). “These” were the two 
halves of the one “contmandment.” When man in the 
beginning failed in love to God and fell into the 
great disobedience, he soon after failed in love to 
fellow-man, and the first murder is recorded. Edward 
B. Taylor, a traveling man in the South, a Gideon, 
now gone home to glory, put his love to God to the 


test by asking himself who was his “chief neighbor.” 
Significantly enough his middle name was “Brother.” 
He came to thevconclusion that his neighbor was the 
Negro. He used to go into their churches and Sun- 
day-schools to speak to them; scores of Negro drivers 
who conveyed him to country villages can repeat 
John 3:16 because of his memory drills. He wrote 
fer the papers reminding the South of its opportu- 
nities, and on his deathbed he left his final appeal 
in a tract entitled, “Broken Shears Religion.” Is ours 
that kind? Who is our “chief neighbor”? Is it the 
Negro, or the Indian, or the immigrant, the pagan 
in distant lands, or the soldier in the camp that has 
lately pitched at our doors? Are we really cutting 
cloth for God with shears that are well riveted? 


x 
The Assault Upon Eye-gate 


Satan is storming the Eye-gate of Man-soul to- 
day as never before. One of his most powerful bat- 
tering rams is modern fashions. These are luring 
men hellward not only on city street, or by disgrace- 
ful bathing beach, but in picture form, on magazine 
cover, on billboard, and in periodical and newspaper 
advertisement. Even in a day when segregated vice 
is rapidly disappearing by the law’s fiat, the ravages 
of impurity are on the increase. “Runaway girls have 
increased fifty percent since the war began,” cried a 
speaker at the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion Convention at Buffalo. Six hundred victims are 
reported to have been the toll among the working 
girls of a comparatively small American factory city 
near which an army camp pitched its tents. An au- 
thority on medical science is declared to have said 
that the virility and longevity of the human race 
would increase by leaps and bounds if only diseases 
resulting. from the social evil could be prevented. 
How can the Christian be saved out of the impurity 
that flaunts itself almost everywhere in his eye? In 
a day when woman veiled even her face, Job con- 
fessed, “I made a covenant with mine eyes.” Job 
lived under the law, if not before it, but a better way 
is provided under grace, and that is living and wa‘k- 
ing by the Spirit, one of the fruits of whom is “self- 
control.” He alone can made Eye-gate impregnable. 
os can do, he will do, that very miracle, if we yield 
to him. 


Capitalizing Our Crises 


we eould have our way. Crises are sometimes 

conjunctions of events that we go to great 
lengths of manipulation to prevent, for if we can 
only head off certain untoward happenings in time, 
then perhaps they never will meet at the dreaded 
point. : : 

It is well worth while to take a good deal of trou- 
ble to divert some ofthe joinings of events in which 
we foresee calamity. We can sometimes by wise 
counsel head off a letter that would have broken up 
friendly relationships if it had gone its, way.. We 
can get the attention of a committee fixed upon the 
heart of a matter so interestedly that a discussion 
about non-essentials, which had latent explosive 
power, drops out of sight in the light of a truer 
vision. . And-‘soniétimes when affairs are rushing 
headlong into a state-of things utterly contrary*to 
the clear pointing of*right and fairness, we may well 
take. time and trouble to get them on the fight-road 
again. Some potential crises ought cleafly to be di- 
verted and abolished. 

But not all; Many. of us are not discriminating 
about this:: We-select the wrong. things to head off. 
Perhaps.We -seé personal discomfort ahead, of per- 
haps we’ have a hesitating and timid lack of. con- 
clusiveness in our natures that holds us back from 
even letting anything decisive come to pass if we can 
help it. Sometimes we really are not clear about 
what we ought to do, and the occasion just slips by 
us in the fog, and is gone. But is it not usually true 
that when we would give almost anything to avoid a 
crisis, it is because we feel like the driver of a run- 
away team, who thinks that if he can only keep it 


C vee are seldom what we would choose, if 


going without hitting anyfhing, he will come through 
safely when the horses get tired? 

The trouble is that some of the most forbidding 
crises are exactly what we would most welcome if we 
only knew their identity, even as a small boy, lost 
and bewildered in the dark woods, would rush into 
the arms of that terrifying figure yonder in the dusk, 
if he but realized that the figure is his own father 
out looking for him. Wouldn’t it be wise for us to 
be more hospitable than we are to crises? 

The discipline is good. Try as we may to avoid 
issues, to ameliorate the shock of decisiveness, the 
hour comes when we must act, whether we like to or 
not. Abraham may remain a pastoral chieftain, or he 
may father a chosen people. God brings him to a flat 
decision. Moses cannot hold to Egypt while he makes 
a trial trip with the Hebrews into the desert to see 
how he is going te like it. Saul of Tarsus cannot 
take a day or two for considering what middle ground 
he can find-between a more liberal attitude toward the 
followers of the Nazarene, and a sharp break with his 
previous conscientious convictions. The vision on the 
Damascus road was something more than a tentative 
suggestion looking toward a possible alteration of 
attitude. It was a blinding crisis, out of which Paul 
got the whole glorious meaning without dodging the 
issue. But some men might have tried to shuffle and 
argue, and defer after the fashion of Donald Hankey’s 
eminent theologian in “A Student at Arms:;”’ who thus 
summed up a debate: “Well, gentlemen, speaking for 
myself, I think I may venture to say that I should 
feel inclined to favor a tendency in a positive direc- 
tion, with reservations.” 

Dodging a crisis that God provides is the worst, 
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the stu Idest way in which we can treat it. For 
divine discipline requires that no crisis shall scare us 
or shock us out of obedience to God,—swift, un- 
anxious, eager obedience. So instead of dodging our 
crises, or groaning about them, why not capitalize 
them by an investment of the most joyous faith, and 
an expectant welcome? If an end to something must 
come, it is but the beginning of something new from 
God’s hand. If things ought not to go on as they 
were, why doubt that God is ready to reveal and to 
put through a better arrangement? A crisis yields 
value in direct ratio to our investment in it. And it 
leaves us a bit the worse off when we let inconclusive 
timidity prevent us from the good investment of 
obedient faith. 

But there are crises so crowded with import be- 
yond any rearrangement of outward circumstances 
that the whole spiritual status may have to be changed 
because of them. One of our difficulties is our fond- 
ness for status. We are not mobile enough, when it 
comes to any stir in the processes by which God 
forwards our life. Perhaps we have been holding 
fast to a rock-ribbed conviction that is anything but 
scriptural. In a quiet time with an overlooked part 
of God’s Word the Spirit Sends a new light shining 
up through a colorful passage we had not known was 
there, and suddenly we know that the wrong convic- 
tion must yield to the Scripture truth, As in a flash 
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Are You Having Victory To-day? 


“He that believeth on him shall not. 
be put to shame” (Rom. 9 : 33). 





we see a little of what it will mean to be separated 
from that favorite notion, and to follow the plain 


truth. “How the weakness of the flesh revolts from © 


the crisis! 

Such crises are spiritually very fruitful if we do 
not spoil them by smoothing them away. It is the 
thing just beyond the decision that gives us concern, 
but to refuse the challenge of truth at such an hour 
is disastrous beyond our most imaginative fears. As 
Christian men and women_shall we not joyously 
claim for ourselves Paul’s experience, as given in 
Weymouth’s translation of Philippians 1:12, “Now 
I would have you know, brethren, that what I have 
gone through has turned out to the furtherance of the 

ood News, rather than otherwise.” 

And what more than that could we ask as the yield 
from Ae investment of faith that we make in our 
crises 








Paul’s Endurance for the Elect 


Kindly explain 2 Timothy 2:10: “Therefore I endure 
all things for the elect’s sake, that they also may obtain 
the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal 
glory.”—A Kansas Reader. 


Paul, in his. exhortation “to endure hardness as a 
good soldier of Jesus Christ,” was not asking Tim- 
othy to do something he himself would not do. The 
exhortation was the more needed because it was a 
day of general apostasy. Paul had just made a most 
startling statement regarding the extent of this de- 
parture from sound doctrine (1:13) when he de- 
clared “all that are in Asia turned away from me” 
(1;15). To stand true to the fundamentals of the 
faith as Paul had declared them would entail inevit- 
able persecution. He speaks, in the verse preceding 
the one “A Kansas Reader” quotes, of “my gospel.” 
The basis of Paul’s Gospel was the resurrection. 
“Remember Jesus Christ,” he says, “risen from the 
dead according to my gospel.” 

To preach a resurrection-based Gospel meant hard- 
ship and persecution for Paul, as it would mean for 
Timothy, and for all of us since Timothy’s time. 
“Wherein '[in. this Gospel] I suffer hardship unto 
bonds, as a malefactor; but the word of God is not 
bound.” They could chain the preacher, but never his 
message, his Gospel. That leads to Paul’s statement 
in the passage quoted from 2 Timothy 2: 10. 

Does it not mean that Paul would take any risk to 
“remember Jesus Christ” and preach his truth? He 
would go the limit, even if that meant a prison and 
chains. He would endure “all things.” 

“What a list of the “all things” he did endure does 
he give in 2 Corinthians 11: 23-27! “In prisons more 


abundantly, in stripes above measure, in deaths oft , 


... in perils of rivers, in perils of robbers, in perils 
from my countrymen, in perils from the Gentiles, in 
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils 
in the sea”—and sc on through the rest of that re- 
markable category of éndurance. 

This endurance was for the elect’s sake in order 
that they may obtain salvation. If preaching his 
Gospel landed him in jail, God must have some pur- 
pose in it. God looked through the brutality of a 
jailor in Philippi, and saw one of his elect in that 
cruel, hardened creature. And when Paul checked 
that jailor’s suicidal. dagger, and answered his cry 
of penitence, “What must I do to be saved?” the very 
fact of the apostle’s imprisonment literally meant the 
obtaining of salvation for that man and his whole 
house. When we get to heaven we can doubtless 
spend a profitable hour counting ‘the élected Roman 
soldiers to whom Paul was chained from day to day 
during his imprisonments. No doubt*they will be 
keeping step in the paths of glory with that wonder- 
ful band of New- Testament centurions! 

But the word “salvation” in this verse is probably 
used in the comprehensive sense described in the 
footnote in the Scofield Reference Bible under 
Romans 1:16: “Salvation is the great inclusive 
word of the Gospel, gathering into itself all the re- 
demptive acts and processes: as justification, redemp- 
tion, grace, propitiation, imputation, forgiveness, 
Sanctification, and glorification.” How wonderfully 
God has made the prison epistles,of Paul to result 
in the elect obtaining salvation in this sense. Did 
God permit his imprisonment that he might tell us in 
Ephesians, for instance, of our being seated in the 


heavenlies in Christ; in Philippians of what real 
Christian experience is; in Second Timothy of what 
our walk and testimony in a day of spiritual declen- 
sion ought to be? 

The times we live in are not so very different 
from Timothy’s. Does not the message to him have 
particular force for us, too? 


—<— 
Resurrection Bodies and Judgment 


In our Sunday-school class recently the teacher de- 
clared that he’ did not believe in 4. bodily. but in a spirit- 
ual resurrection, Some members of the class. took ex- 
ception to this, and in the discussion that followed. the 
question came up as to when the resurrection body was 
received. It appeared to be the general belief that it 
was after we appeared before the judgment seat. Does 
the Bible teach this?—A Louisiana Reader. 


No, the Bible teaches that believers will receive 
their resurrection bodies previous to their appearance 
before the judgment seat of Christ. The same is 
doubtless true of unbelievers before they appear at 
the Great White Throne. They are to be judged 
according to the deeds do.e in the body, and Scrip- 
ture seems to indicate that they will be in their 
eternity bodies at the time. 

There is a close relation in Scripture between res- 
urrection and judgment. Instead of one final “gen- 
eral judgment,” the Bible seems clearly to teach two 
resurrections and four great outstanding judgments. 

Three Scriptures at least point to the possibility of 
two resurrections. “Many of them that sleep in the 
dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting 
life, and some to shame” (Dan. 12:2). John records 
(5:28, 29) Jesus’ declaration that “all that are in 
the tombs shall hear his voice, and shall-come forth; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, unte the resurrec- 
tion of judgment.” Paul before Felix confessed that 
he had hope “that there shall be a resurrection both 
of the just and unjust” (Acts 24:15). 

At least three other passages indicate the strong 
probability of two resurrections. In Luke 14:14 
Jesus speaks of the resurrection of -the just without 
mentioning the resurrection of the unjust, as if the 
one were a thing apart from the other. 

In the twentieth chapter of Luke Jesus spoke to the 
Sadducees of those “accounted worthy to attain... 
the resurrection from the dead.” It is,said that the 
literal rendering would be “from among the dead.” 
If some are counted worthy, the/inference seems to be 
that others are not. A “better resurrection” is spoken 
of in Hebrews 11:35. Surely-it is one “better” than 
some other. 

Three -other passages at least prove the certainty 
ot two resurrections. Details of the first resurrec- 
tion are given in the fifteenth of First Corinthians. 
“As in Adaim all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive.” But not all at one time; “each one in 
his own order,” or “band.” ‘Christ: the firstfruits, 
already raised. Many Old Testament saints appear 
to have risen with Christ at Ais resurrection. (Com- 
pare Matt. 27:52, 53 with Eph. 4:8.) “It .was a 
single ‘corn of wheat’ that fell into the ground in 
the crucifixion and entombment of Christ; it was a 
sheaf which ¢ame forth in resurrection.” And after 
Christ the firstfruits, “they that are Christ’s at his 
coming.” 
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_ “If by any means I may attain unto the resurrec- 

tion out from among the dead” (literal) (Phil. 3: 11). 
A difficult passage, but one that certainly points to 
two resurrections. Finally there is the full and posi- 
tive statement in Revelation 20: 5-13 that “the rest 
of the dead lived not until the thousand years 
should be finished.” The Millennium, the world’s 
coming Golden Age of one thousand years, lies in 
between the end of the first resurrection and the 
second resurrection. 

The first of the four judgments was the crucifixion 
of Jesus, and so, since the sins of believers have been 
laid on him, “there is therefore now no condemnati 
to them that are in Christ Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). " 

The judgment seat of Christ is set up when the 
resurrected Christian dead and changed believers are 
“caught up to meet the Lord in the air.” It is a day 
of rewards for faithfulness (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5: 
10; 1 Cor. 3: 11-15).- And they will stand before him 
in bodies that have just been glorified. 

There is to be a judgment of the living nations 


(Acts 17:31). It is the fulfilment of the parable of 


the sheep and goats in the twenty-fifth chapter of 
Matthew, God dealing with the nations in respect to 
their treatment of Israel (Joel 3:2; Gen. 12:3). Mr. 
A. C. Gaebelein, editor of Our Hope, had a most in- 
teresting discussion of it in the issue of January 12, 
this year, of The Sunday School Times, 

The last judgment is that of the Great White 
Throne, at the end of the thousand years of righteous- 


» ness, and after Satan, sealed in the bottomless pit 


during that period, has been loosed for a little season. 
The wicked dead are here raised and judged in their 
resurrection bodies, and in these bodies they are, cast 
into the Lake of Fire. 

The Scofield Bible finds seven judgments. In addi- 
tion to the four already discussed, it gives “the be- 
liever’s self-judgment (1 Cor. 11:31); the judgment 
of Israel at the return of Christ (Ezek. 20:37) ; and 
the judgment of angels after the one thousand years 
(Jude 6).” 

The world is full of resurrection doubters like the 
teacher of the class referred to. There is hope for 
them if they are real truth-seekers. Thomas, of the 
apostolic college, was the father of them, and he 
would only believe in..the resurrection of Christ’s 
body when he put the finger touch of a corruptible 
body upon an incorruptible. That body rose out of a 
sealed ‘tomb; and appeared upon occasion through 
closed doors. There seems to be Scripture intimation 
that it flashed from. earth to heaven and back again 
in..the, intervals between those appearances of. the 
forty days between entombment and ascension. It 
was so changed that its identification with the 
body with which it had been “clothed over” was not 
easy, and yet when once made known there seemed 
to be points of resemblance. It consisted of “flesh 
and bones,” it ate of broiled fish and honeycomb 
though it could never hunger. What a thrill must 
have run through heaven as the God-Man in glori- 
fied body passed through the aisles of glory and took 
his seat on his Father’s throne. Our bodies will in 
resurrection be like his. 

Nothing is said in Scripture of the resurrection 
body of the unbeliever. But as believers’ bodies will 
through all the eternal ages be beyond the very possi- 
bility of the vile thing we call sin, the opposite must 
be true of the unbeliever. In an eternity of remorse, he 
will, like Dives, “remember.” 


a 
How Did David Sin Against God Only ? 


How are we to understand David’s meaning when he 
says to God, in the Fifty-first Psalm, “Against thee, 
thee only, have I sinned”? He had grievously wronged 
Others, and in view of this would we be correct in say- » 
ing that, while he had injured the others, the sin was 
against God-only? Or, in other words, that. when we 
wrong our fellow-men we do not sin against them but 
against God?—A California Bible Student. 


“Sin, strictly speaking, has its force only in rela- 
tion to the law of God,” said Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, 
former Editor of The Sunday School Times, in a 
comment on this passage in the Times of April 16, 
1892; and a véry cléar and satisfactory explanation 
it is. He continued, “If there were no God, there 
could be no sin. Hence all sin is primarily sin against 
God. In sinning against God, we may grievoasly 
wrong our fellow-man, but the sin itself, as sin, is 
against’God only. The same truth is operative in 
the realm of human Government. All crime is crime 
against the Government alone. A man who commits 
murger or arson or robbery; can be tried only in ‘the 
name of the Government, and for his crime against 
the Government. He who is most deeply wronged by 
another cannot prosecute in his own name the guilty 
man. for his sin. He can bring a civil suit against the 
wrong-doer for personal damages; but a criminal 
suit must be brought in the name of the Government 
alone. The failure to recognize this truth is a chief 
cause of. error in the popular estimation of sin and 
guilt: Many seem to suppose that the measure of 
their wrong-doing depends on the harm wrought by 
them against their fellows, when in reality their chief 
sins, their only sins, are against God.” 





















































































LESSON FOR AUGUST 25 (Luke 128-12; Acts 1: 1-8) 





La Panne, Free Belgium, February 20: 


HE consignment of 2,000 “Christmas boxes” 
for our personal distribution arrived Te the 


very day for which they were promised! was 
a joyous surprise. You in America, who have your 
own transportation difficulties, can realize how mar- 
velous this is, for in the ordinary course of events 
these boxes might’ have been another month on the 
way, as goods of this description can be sidetracked 
any time for the transporting of troops or munitions. 
We praise Him who has brought this to pass, for our 
time is precious. 

We have just been down to sée our parcels. One large 
room is completely filled with the crates. To three 
of the Protestant chaplains we have given one hun- 
dred boxes each for their men, and two hundred have 
been distributed to Peter, Arthur, and John, and to 
other faithful boys whom we have met at La Panne, to 
take back to their comrades in the trenches. This 
leaves us fifteen hundred for our personal distribu- 
tion. 

Already we are beginning to see the wonderful 
justification of the ways of the Lord. Peter agrees 
with us that this wholesale distribution of the gifts 
to the army—for the boxes are to be opened and the 
articles taken out and distributed among the men of 
each regiment, so that ‘practically every man in the 
ariny will get a little something—will be a wonderful 
thing, interesting the soldiers as nothing else could 
pessibly do. 


“Our Boxes” in the Order of the Day! 


We are almost startled, but wonderfully pleased, 
when we are shown by an officer friend a copy of the 
Army “Order of the Day” for February 18, which 
goes to every officer of the Belgian Army. T give the 
translation in English. The very first item is con- 
cerning our boxes: 


The British and Allied Soldiers’ Evangelistic 
Campaign have ‘sent to our soldiers 25,000 boxes of 
food as Christmas gifts: 


Then follow-the instructions as to the number of 
boxes which shall be assigned to each division, but 


‘the paragraph most significant is the following: 


The generous donors insist that the card with 
their name and address, which is found in each box; 
shall be returned to the said donors with some 
words of thanks. The commandants ‘of each’ unit 
are asked to see that these cards are so returned. 


This means that we have access to the men who 
return us the cards, and can communicate with them 
in the future and send them the Bread for their 
souls as previously we have sent food for. their. needy 
bodies. So as Peter says, “God is planning it all for 
His glory and for the extension of His work.” 


La Panne, Washington’s Birthday: : 


In all my life I have never experienced suck a won- 
derful day! It is the day of the distribution of the 
fifteen hundred boxes to the. Belgian soldiers of the 
Fifth Division of the Army. The distribution took 
place at their quarters near to the line. This is the 
Division chosen by the Grand Quartiér Général, and 
the fifteen hundred men,—the most necessitous and 
deserving of the whole Division,—have been sum- 
moned to the parade ground adjoining the little vil- 
lage where the General of the Division has his head- 
quarters. 

Early in the morning comes surprise No. 1. An 
orderly arrives from Headquarters. ; 

“Would we have lunch with General: G——. before 
the presentation?” 

“Indeed we will,” and we send back our thanks ‘and 
acceptance. . It..is arranged that the motor car will 
call for us at 11°o’clock, and Peter, at our é¢arnest re- 
quest, is to follow later and be at the parade ground 
in time for the ceremony. 

As we-set out, we pass two gray motor. lorries on 
their’ way to. secure the boxes. Arrived at. Head- 
quarters we are greeted by the General and his staff. 
We recognize an old friend in Lieutenant-Colonel 
P——. It was his sector of the trenches we visited 
two years earlier, and he greets us warmly. The 
General we find the same charming gentleman. A 
seasoned veteran of many campaigns, with his-breast 
covered with too many decorations to count, he is 
the ideal officer. The lives of 20,000 men are in his 
hands, and as we converse with him we soon: dis- 
cover that he looks upon.them with the affection of 
a father. “I adore my soldiers,” he says to me. 

As we sit down to lunch I am placed directly across 
from the General, “for you are mistress of the house 
to-day,” he remarks, smilingly. We feel ourselves 
thoroughly at home. 
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received by the Treasurer of the Campaign, 
Mr. C. G. Trumbull, Editor of The Sunday 
RS School Times. 








In our experience we have not found opportunity 
for any extensive ministry to the officers. It is only 
occasionally that we are drawn in contact with them. 
It is the heart of the simple soldier that we have 
sought to enter, but we know that when our God 
gives us this contact with men of a different station 
we have also a responsibility toward them, and pray 
that we may be faithful to our witness for the Master, 
and before we leave these genial officer friends we 
present them also with copies of the Word of God, 
which they gratefully receive. 

The menu of-the luncheon is simple but satisfying, 
for-the strenuous days-in which we are living give us 
ample appetites: From my place opposite the Gen- 
eral E saw him regarding the sky outside with watch- 
ful eyes. It is heavily overcast and the rain suddenly 
begins'to fall. . “Alas,” he says; “it is too bad.” His 
thoughts are evidently with his men. “They will be 
wet through,” he says, anxiously. 

In our hearts we are praying that the skies ma 
clear if it is His will. We know, too, that Peter will 
be praying for the success of this day. As we are 
leaving the table we notice the rain has entirely 
ceased, although the day is still gray, and a bit 
threatening. 

“T do not like to hurry yeu, madam,” the General 
says, “but I would not like to keep my men in the 
wet longer than necéssary.” We are instantly ready 
to depart. We had préviously seen the men marching 
along the road as we whirled by in the motor car, and 
we knew they were,on their way to the presentation. 
Our hearts, too,"*go out to these patient -waiting sol- 


diers. 


A féw minutes bring us to the ground. We alight 
from ‘the car. The General offers me his arm, and 
my husband follows with one of the staff officers, and 
we start pressing our way through the men at the 
rear. 

Bombarded by ‘“‘Movie”’ Artillery 

The sight that greets me almost takes away my 
breath, for I suddenly find myself entering upon a 
huge hollow square, bounded on each side by several 
ranks of soldiers from all the different companies and 
regiments of the Fifth Division.‘ I had no idea fif- 
teen hundred men would be. so many. At intervals 
along the-lines are the officers _of each company, stand- 
ing a little to the front of the men. All the time the 
Divisienal Band is playing:the most stirring and in- 
Spiring- music, 

On either side of us are press photographers, and 
in the center of the “arena” a cinema operator ap- 
pears. He made a tremendous impression upon me 
when I first caught sight of him. He was awaiting 
us at the entrance. to Headquarters, and all the long 
way to the car we. had to’ walk straight into the face 
of that terrible machine. So to the sound of the 
martial music we make the. round of the square, the 
General stopping. before each officer to present us. 
At last -we halt at one end. Gendarmes are busily 
engaged in opening the huge crates containing the 

OXes. 

Now the ceremony of the presentation begins. How 
can I describe it! Our faithful Peter is everywhere, 
listening to what the soldiers are saying after receiv- 
ing their parcels, and helping wherever there is any- 
thing to.do to make the. ceremony more successful. 
Later he said to me, “Mother, I had to laugh one time 
when I heard a soldier saying to his comrade next 
him, ‘I wonder which Queen it is.’”’ \ 

Prompted by the officers, the soldiers begin to move 
past us in single file. The first one stops before me, 
comes rigidly te salute, and then accepts from my 
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hand a box. The second man passes on to my hus- 
band at my left and receives a box from him. The 
General at the other side of the moving column 
smiles at me and tells me that the men all want to 
take the box from my hand, but fifteen hundred sol- 
diers make along line and we must alternate in the 
giving of the gifts, and soon the presentation is in 
ull swing. 

Some amusing and some touching things happen 
while the long column files past. The boxes are 
heavy, weighing four pounds each, and our arms be- 
come weary; but we try to give. each gift with an 
accompanying smile, knowing that the smile will be 
remembered when the gift itself is forgotten. 

More than one boy lets his box fall to the ground 
in his embarrassment, and then there is a shame- 
faced reaching for it, and like as not a kindly pat 
from the General’s hand on the other side, which 
carries with it a suggestion to move forward quickly 
and not impede the progress of the line. 

There is no one present so happy as the General. 
His face beams with a paternal joy. Every little 
bit when the soldier passes, perhaps having come 
straight from the trenches, the General leans over 
and straightens a helmet or adjusts a garment that is 
a little awry. How often I thought that day, “There 
is nothing these men would not do for their com- 
manding officer.” 

And what did it mean to us? These men are souls, 
precious in His sight, and as they file by their sad and 
ofttimes expressionless faces light up with a sudden 
gleam as they are confronted with the outstretched 
gift and the kindly smile. How we p-ayed from our 
hearts that the light of His leve may penetrate 
straight to their hearts. 

His Very First Package 

How old some of the men seem as they pass, with 
the age of the trenches—stooped and weary, although 
their years cannot be so many. Some of those who 
pass are mere boys, and in ‘their faces is a visible 
hunger for sympathy and for comfort. So they pass, 
—representatives of every company in the Division,— 
machine gunners and sharpshooters, musicians, engi- 
neers, cyclists, telephonists, and transport men. 

After each group has passed, the officer command- 
ing stops to thank us, oftener than not in excellent 
English, and often trembling with emotion. Then 
there is one soldier who without orders has decided 
he must tell to us “on his own,” as it were, a little 
word of appreciation, so he stops and delivers. his 
address of thanks. He pays no attention to the prods 
of the General on the other side, which is the best 
Seen of his determination to express his grati- 
tude. 

Can I ever forget one man? - Great black eyes look 
out at me from a gaunt, somber face. As I put a box 
in his hand he looks at it a little bewilderedly, and 
then at me. Again at the box, and again at me. 
“Madam,” he says, “this is my very first package 
from any oné since the beginning of the war.” Then 
he fades from sight in the swift moving file. 

The band is playing merrily, and as the men pass 
they seem to be different, transformed. Many pass 
by with the smile that has greeted them reflected in 
their own faces. 


All the while under our feet the ground is trembling © 


constantly from the reverberation of the cannon, and 
even the sound of the music is drowned by the guns. 
Along the road troops are marching to the trenches, 
and ammunition wagons are lumbering along. -But 
here ‘on this bit of Belgian soil fifteen hundred hearts 
have been made for a time to forget the war. “You 
have. caused fifteen hundred smiles to-day,” the Col- 
onel calls over to us + 

Now the last man has passed, and we stand regard- 
ing the band which has-played so bravely throughout 
the afternoon. Suddenly, thrillingly, familiar strains 
burst upon our ears... A Belgian band is playing “The 
Star Spangled Banner.” The General and his staff 
and all the soldiers come smartly to salute, and we 
stand at attention, our hearts surcharged with emo- 
tion. 

“Three cheers for America,” th- General cries 
when it is finished, and Belgian soldiers, who never 
did such a thing before in all their lives, respond 
heartily. Then we reply with “Vive la Belgique” and 
“Vive le Roi,’ and again all cheer lustily. 

“IT was overcome when the American air was 
played,” Peter told us afterward, “because you were 
so far from home, you know,” he explained. 

“What did they say after receiving their boxes,” I 
ask him, later. 

“You should have heard them,”’ came his reply. 
“Many said, ‘Oh, I can hardly wait to open my box, 
but I want to be polite.’ Another said, ‘What do you 
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think is in it; I think it is fish!’ They all say, ‘The 
box is so much heavier than we expected.’” 

One more greedy than the rest opened his straight- 
way. His eyes grew big with astonishment at the 
right which . ed him—chocolate, café au lait, 
baked beans, tinned salmon, jam, beef ¢ubes, and meat 
paste. “I never would have believed it would be like 
this,” he informed his comrade. 

The ceremony finished, back we go to the General’s 
Headquarters for a cup of tea. All the way we pass 
through an avenue of waving hands and friendly 
smiles, each soldier with a box tucked under his arm.” 

Before saying good-bye to the General he seeks to 
express his appreciation, but his emotion franki 
overcomes him. “You have made me happy to-day” 
is all he can say, and then as he bids a last good-bye 


ia itt a Pada sr Spa ape * zo cae Sasi 
ne Soa ep Ae eee OE Oe 
we eee? Peano eee ates ae itn 
. or ph : a 
< ve 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


he says, “Don’t forget that the Fifth Division is your 
Division now. Don’t fail to remember your boys!” 
Peter comes back with us on the outside of the car. 
He is as happy as we over the success of the day. 
He has to chuckle, however, as he tells us that there 
will be some greedy boys that night who will be sick, 
“for: they are not accustomed to such delicacies,” he 
says, “and it will be just like them to eat mote than 
is good for them.” , : 
ut Peter must be back at his post, so we have a 
final word of prayer in our little hotel room, and he 
is away. The next morning we i motor for 
Boulogne, and thence again to,,E for a busy 
time, for we can fairly see the avalan of: letters 
that will come in or to these boxes, and every 
men must have the Word of God sent to him.. . 
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How They Found the Secret of Victory } 


On an old Seminary campus-where the ‘ 


“morning face” lasts all day,—a glimpse 


of the Victorious Life Conference at Princeton, July 20-28 





N THE quiet of the early morning the Seminary 
[a= us was waking to the song of birds. The 

shadows reached out across the shaded lawn in the 
old quadrangle, but the sunlight seemed to have 
touched the faces of the company of men and women 
younger and older, that had gathered in the chapel 
for morning prayer. There was no sound of, traffic,’ 
no restless haste, but a brooding peace that only the 
Spirit can bring to those who have gone apart for a 
little time to give themselves to prayer. 

Then came a moment in the meeting when every 
voice was silent. For stealing through the songs of 
birds and the rustle of leaves in the breezes came the 
notes of a morning hymn, pouring out over the 
campus, and into open windows and into waiting 
hearts,—a hymn more prayed than played by the 
cornetist, as he himself says, yet played with such 
silvery sweetness that one knew in that moment how 
pure music can be.. Who can ever forget the restful- 
ness, the worship, the praise, the sheer joy in the 
morning call sounding over the Seminary campus? 
..It is a happy company that streams over to. the 
Princeton Inn for breakfast. If you want to know 
what “the morning’ face” can be at its best, stand 


.where you can watch the three or four hundred con- 


ference members as they pass out of the Seminary 
gate. . Did you ever see a happier crowd, a crowd of 


young people from school and college and home and° 


office, more. alert, more eager, and normal, and just 
glad to-be alive? A crowd of mature men and women 
more: ¢arnestly thoughtful, and keenly interested in 
the doings of the Conference day? Folks from Cali- 


, fornia, Alaska and Saskatchewan, Ontario, New Or- 


leans, and China, Japan, India, Egypt, Africa, the Phil- 
ippines, and some very likely from your own home 
town in Jersey, or Massachusetts, or Pennsylvania, or 
Virginia,—oh, real folks from almost everywhere! 
And you will be sure to glimpse the young aviator, 
one of our best American fliers, on week-end leave, 
and the powerfully. built sailor near him, and the big 
Y. M. C, A. secretary just alongside. What could 
bring such a crowd to old Princeton these hot July 
days, and keep them there, most of them, for eight 
days! 

Well, some of them have had (to them) a new ex- 
perience of the grace and mercy of the Lord Jesus 
Christ in dealing with the power ef sin in this life, 
and have been telling others what it has meant to 
them in such a definite way that a widening circle of 
earnest Christians, and some who had not accepted 
Christ; have wanted to hear the story. Others have 
been unclear as to much Scripture teaching, and out 
of a longing to get at the heart of God’s Word in 
more than one of its.aspects have undertaken the 
journey in order to talk over with men and women 
who are themselves still learning, some of the funda- 
mentals of the Christian faith and life. And the 
Victorious Life Conference: at Princeton is a true 
conference in the most satisfying:sense. It is a time 
of close and humble fellowship in the Spirit between 
the leaders and the led, with the positions often re- 
versed as it is given to one Bible student or another to 
let the light in upon a truth under consideration. 

The way of it is this: Dr. Griffith Thomas con- 
ducts a Bible study hour in the morning, unfolding 
meanings, warning against misconceptions, digging 
down around the Hebrew and the Greek roots so that 


anybody can understand the original significance of * 


the words, and bringing pure scholarship to bear, in 
the most spiritual and vivid and sensibly balanced 
fashion, upon such a series of studies as he gave on 
Prayer, and on the Holy Spirit. Then in the after- 
noon on certain days, Dr. Thomas sits under a big 
tree out on the campus, and forty or fifty of the folks 
with: hard questions crowding for answer, get around: 
him and bombard him. It is a beneficent attack, for 
his return fire brings such a relieved and satisfied 
look to so many faces! 

There is a great scattering after Dr. Thomas’ morn- 


ing hour to various mission study classes, when for 
another hour such topics as these are really. studied: 
Ancient Peoples at New Tasks, led by A. E. Thomp- 
son, of Jerusalem; South American Problems, led by 
E, J. Pace, segmeriy missionary to the Philippines ; 
The Moslem World, led by W. J. McClenahan, of 
Egypt; The Lure of Africa, led by Dr. H.. Virginia 
Blakeslee, of British East Africa;: The Call of a 


World. Task, led by Mrs. Alice E. McClure, of India. : 


Now wouldn’t you be likely to get into oneof ‘those 
classes, under such leadership, if you could? 

The Conference comes together again for ‘Mr. 
Trumbull’s hour, for studies in the Victorious Life. 
But “for studies” is a very inadequate way to put it. 
It isn’t a theory, or an academic body of speculative 
truth with which Mr. Trumbull is concerned.. You 
can’t listen to him for five minutes without realizing 


that you are face to face with a decision for your: 
twn will, your own faith, oe own ‘life. But he: 
even ‘wher you want to.’ 


won't let you look at yoursel 
It is. Christ your. Victory about whom he’is‘talking, 
and to whom he is looking straight past:many ‘of the. 
questions you at first want to ask. So his kee an- 
alysis of God’s Word and your need, and ‘Christ’s 
glorious sufficiency to take care of ‘your “problem of 
sin, not only past but present, leads you up face to 


face with the question: Do I believe that Christ is ° 


meeting all my need now? You are going to answer 
that question, too, one way or the other, not publicly 
perhaps, but in your own heart, -beforé you get 
through with the Conference. No one ‘knows ‘how 
many personal interviews with Mr. Trumbull follow 
during the Conference days, but they are many ‘and 
very searching, and joyously revolutionizing; when 
one learns by them to “let go, and let God.” 

In the afternoons there is no program of meeting. 
Recreation is planned for; there is ample timé’ for 
rest, and conversation, and study. And onthe edge 
of the evening, after supper, comes the vesper service, 
out-of-doors, with song, and testimony, and prayer, 
conducted chiefly by the young people, but shared by 
all alike. 

The general meetings in the evenings open out wide 


horizons of spiritual longing, and opportunities for’ 


service. The Nortons tell of their work among the 
Belgians; Dr. Arthur Smith speaks on the street 


meeting evangelism in city work. Mr. Thompson - 


deals with prophecy and its fulfilment with reference 
to the Jews; Mrs. McClure gives a message of: mis- 
sionary sefvice that must be faced and fulfilled by 
this generation, and Mr. Pace gives us a wonder- 
ful picture of missionary work in the Philippines; 
Dr. Blakeslee presents the: missionary call in one 
great meeting, when at the close the eight. or 
ten missionaries and all the volunteers are gathered 
on and around the platform, an impressive. company 
of nearly seventy persons, who join with us (so far 
as we can manage our voices at all) in singing 
“O Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling,” and many 
of these young people for the first time declare their 
missionary decision at this Conference. 

After the evening ‘sessiéns;:the prayer groups. 
There is the secret of the quiet'spirit; the steady poise, 
the joyousness, the convincing results, the life-chang- 
ing effects of this Victorious Lifei Conference. The 
Board of: Managers, under Mr. J. Harvey ~Borton’s 
leadership, at prayer, prolonged ‘prayer, day by: day, 
prayer. on the part of some of the leaders lasting far 
into the early morning hours; prayer, individual and 
in groups; night after night:-: And: a quiet prayer- 
room apart, where, undisturbed;:any one may-go at 
any time to pray. Do you wonder that. when the 
Pringeton Conference comes: to’ its closing meetings 
there are grateful testimonies that simply must be 
put into words? 

That explains the “Say So” meeting out on the 
lawn on the afternoon of the last Sunday. Every- 
body is there. Robert McQuilkin is leading, as he has 

(Continued on page 451) 


Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








EaclPah the satya books of the Bible will be covered, week 
week, in this department of The Sunday School Times,— 
B Sectors should do his Bible and prayerfully 
own. 
Gadioudy make his own bricl markings. Wee the ma 


that have | po geen you ” (Josh. | : 3). 
The following plan for marking is helpful : 
pith At the top df the page—topical notes. 
At the bottom—analytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. 
ition is preaching Christ from the Word. 


Joel 


Prophet of the Spirit. Book of Pentecost 
f Key-word: Trumpet 
Key-text: “Blow ye the trumpet in Zion” (2: 1) 

Three great chapters: Fast; Feast; Fanfare. 1. 
Trumpet of warning. 2, Trumpet of promise. 3. 
Trumpet of blessing. 

Here come the locusts—be warned! Yes, but here 
comes the Breath of God—be strengthened! And, 
— here comes the Day of the Lord—rest and be 
gla 

Those. locusts were typical of other judgments and 
calamities yet to appear. And, thank God, that 
heaven-sent deliverance was anticipative of other re- 
enfercements from the skies, to come in due time. 
It :was. indeed the prophecy of Pentecost,. which is in 
turn the foretaste of millennial joys. 

“I believe in the Holy Ghost!”. Have you, got it in 
your personal. creed? . It has slipped'out.of the prac- 
tical::doctriné of many; hence: our emptiness .‘and 





dearth." Joel knew the Power: “Fear not, O land; be 


era rejoice: for the Lord will do great: things” 
2521); ; 

Joel. appears just a little before Hosea; only. he 
spedks to the Southern, as ‘Hosea speaks to. the 
Northern tribes. But his message is to us all to-day. 

“Be still,” he says, “be still, O people! Quiet your 
horrid wrangling and jangling. Listen a moment to 
God’s voice. Cease from your pitiful dinning and 
doing. -Give the Almighty a chance, and see the salva- 
tion of our God!” 

Hear it again. Let it speak in these vexed days 
from the White House and the pulpit; yet, ultimately, 
from the skies: 

* Blow ‘the trumpet in Zion, 

Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly; 

Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, assemble 

the elders, 

Gather the children, and those that suck the breasts; 

Let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber, 

And the bride out of her closét. Bf 

Let the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep between 

the porch and the altar, 

And let them say, Spare thy people, O Lord, 

And give not thine heritage to reproach, 

That the heathen should rule over them: 

Wherefore should they say among the people, 

Where is their God?” 
“Come, Holy Spirit, Heavenly Dove, 
With all thy quickening power.” 
Marginal Notes 

Joel was a kind of an oldtime Evan Roberts. 
“Catch the flame!” 

The paramount need of to-day in pulpit and pew is 
the power of the Holy Ghost. 

Recall those weaklings at Ephesus, “We have not 
so much as heard-whether there be any Holy. Ghost!” 
Is this ancient history, only? 

There is such a thing as the personal dispensation 
of the .Holy Ghost. He influerices all, He-regenerates 
and sanctifies every believer; but He fills and em- 
powers only those who consciously and’ joyously 
accept and obey Him. “Whom God hath given to 
them that obey. him,” said Peter (Acts 5: 32). 

Peter and Joel clasp hands across the centuries. 
“This is that,” said Peter, in significant phrase at 
Pentecost, and he bowed to this great “son of 
Pethuel.” The prophet of the Old, and of the New. 

And yet Pentecost was not all of “that” of.which 
Joel spake. It was but the first dropping of the com- 
ing shower. The floods of refreshing will be ours— 
when. the King comes in! 

Marked Texts 

“A fire devoureth before them” (2:3). The 
scourge of the locusts. How are you going to meet 
them? Sweep them back with a broom?’ That_js the 





























LESSON FOR AUGUST 25 (Luke 12:8-12; Acts 1: 1-8) 


pitiful, puerile way of the world to-day. Nay, *call 
a the Spirit of the living God. Fight fire with 
tre! ; 


“I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh” (2: 28). 
Why then are not all filled with the Spirit to-day? 
“If thou believest, thou mayest,” said Philip of an- 
other but similar baptism. Believe, obey, and receive! 
-—the personal element. 
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“In those days will I pour out my spirit” (2: 29). 
Those days are come. No need now to tarry and im- 
plore,— ke and be blessed. But, remember, the ves- 
sel must be clean. 

“What I yield, God takes; what God takes, he 
cleanses and fills; what God fills, he uses.”—J. Wilbur 
Chapman. ' 

Oserttn, Ox10, 








_ Personally Conducting Israel to Canaan 
How the Red Springs “Infants” surprised Miss Tinsley, 
and other worth-while Primary methods 








EN Miss Tinsley packed her trunk for her 
We to the country, she put in her Primary 
music scrap-book, some teachers’ text-books, 
some pictures, pray geen lS other things pertaining to 
Primary work. ii 
She had a decided conviction that country Spnday- 
schools should have as well organized, and as well 
conducted, Primary Departments as city Sunday- 
schools, and she determined that during her vacation 
she would bring the Primary Department at Red 
Springs Sunday-school up to the standard of excel- 


ence. 

Before Sunday, she had found out all she could 
about the school, and its Primary Department. The 
class was in charge of an elderly lady; she had had 


it for years, and was considered a very good teacher. 


She had always lived here in the country, and had 
—~> this Sunday-school ever since it had been 
started. ‘ 

Miss Tinsley realized at once what a difficult task 
' 'she had set herself. She had often heard of just such 
teachers: a woman quite capable of leading adults, 
but. who taught the “Infant Class,” because no one 
else wanted it; who did everything just as she had 
been doing it for twenty years; and who. did it all 
herself, never realizing that there were young people 
in the church who would enjoy helping if’ they had 
the opportunity. t . 
One: Sunday morning Miss Tinsley set out early. 

It ‘was not far to the church; she had chosen her 
s+ \boarding-house with that in view. The sound of the 

' church bell mingled with the songs of the birds and 

“ythe pleasant rustling of the leaves. She wondered if 
the Primary teacher ever drew the attention of these 
» country children to the love of God as shown in all 
' | this sweetness and beauty around them. Probably 
‘not, she thought; country people were so apt to take 

these things for granted. 3 

She stood a moment at the church door unnoticed, 

looking in. It was a very pretty church, and this 

room, evidently the only one, was used for the Sun- 
—day-school. She saw several grown-ups, and a few 
Juniors already assembled, but no little children. 
The superintendent saw her, and came with a cordial 
welcome. After the greeting, and introductions, she 
asked for the Primary Department. She supposed 
she ought to say the “Infant Class,” but could’ not 
bring herself to do it. It seemed, however, that this 
superintendent knew at once what she méant. 

“Oh, you want to visit our Primary Department?” 
he said. “That’s something we’re quite proud of. 
Just come with me.” : 

He led her outside and around behind the church. 
Here, beneath the great trees which grew all ‘about 
the church, stood a tent. As the superintendent 
stepped quite cautiously to the opening, Miss Tinsley 
followed his example, and there was time to get a 
good look at the interior before any one saw them. 

The tent was longer than it was wide, and the far- 
thest end of it was shut off by a green denim curtain. 
In the front half, there were two tables, a small one 
at the right of the door where the secretary was 
busy, and a long low one at the left. On one side of 
this sat the gray-haired Primary superintendent, and 
opposite her a beautiful young girl. Around the 
table stood perhaps fifteen busy, happy children. 

Before Miss Tinsley could decide just what they 
were doing, the secretary turned and saw them. 
There were more greetings and introductions. They 
were cordial but brief. The ‘superintendent and: her 
assistant at once returned to their work with the 
children, inviting Miss Tinsley to join them. 

“You see, Miss Tinsley,” she said, “we have all 
been cutting out camels and donkeys this morning.” 
Miss Tinsley did see, and she saw also that on the 
long low table was an ordinary suit box. The bottom 
was covered about half an inch deep with sand. In 
it were many tents, made simply by folding very small 
squares of paper in the middle. Small brown camels 
and tinier gray donkeys had been cut from soft, thin 
cardboard. In a very little time the superintendent 
had drawn from the children the stories they had been 
learning, about the children of Israel on their journey 
from Egypt to Canaan; the story of Moses, of the 
crossing of the Red Sea, and of the manna. 

“Now next Sunday,” she promised, “those who 








‘gardens to eat, instead of just manna. 





come early may help make the Red Sea, and take 
the people and all their belongings across.” 

Other children had come in. There were more 
than twenty now. The superintendent stood up; 
raising her voice a little at first, so that every one 
in the rather noisy group could hear. 

“That was a very wonderful God who led the 
children of Israel out of Egypt,” she said, “and right 
through the Red Sea, and fed them in the wilderness. 
He is the same wonderful God who takes ___ re of you 
and me, who leads us and feeds us. He is our loving 
Heavenly Father.” The last words “were softly 
spoken. The children had grown quite quiet. 

“He has given us this beautiful country place to 
live in, instead of a wilderness. He has given us 
the ripe grain, and “fruits and good things from the 
Don’t you 
think we ought to be even more thankful to him than 
the children of Israel were?” 

Of course all the children answered yes, and the 
superintendent spoke agaia. 

“Let us go-on tiptoe to our chairs, and we will 
sing a song of thanksgiving as the children of Israel 

i ag 


The superintendent drew aside the green curtain. 
Very quietly the assistant led the children through, 
and helped them. to find their places. Miss Tinsley 
followed. The little white chairs sat in a circle on 
the soft: grass. The whole end of the tent was open 
to let in the fragrant morning air, but outside was 
nothing -to distract the attention. The tent had been 
so placed that only the restful green of grass and 
foliage were visible. 

As Miss Tinsley sat down in the silent circle, she 
felt as if she had never been in a holier place. The 
superintendent began to sing softly, the children’s 
low voices joining in, “The Lord is in His holy tem- 
ple, let all the earth keep silence before Him”; at the 
“Amen” and for a moment after, every head was 
bowed. - 

But at the end of that moment the superintendent 
rose quickly, and Miss Tinsley, who understood child- 
nature thoroughly, and knew these little children had 
been. quiet for nearly five minutes now, simply under 
the powerful influence of their leader’s manner, saw 
how gladly they, too, sprang up, and sang lustily with 
her a hymn of thanksgiving, 


“Can a little! -hild like me 
Thank the/father fitti:gly?” 


All through the program, which brought the chil- 
dren back to absolute quiet for a few words of prayer, 
allowed them to relax again into a joyous offering 
song, then the birthday service, and finally to a com- 
plete change of position at lesson time, when the De--: 
partment was divided into three classes, Miss Tinsley 
felt, with a little sense of shame, that she had never 
been in a city Primary Department where the chil- 
dren were better cared, for than here in this little 
country Sunday-school. 

When the session was over, and she expressed her 
pleasure, and, tactfully, a little of her surprise, at 
finding such a well-conducted Primary Department in 
the country, the superintendent said, “Why shouldn’t 
we have? I know you don’t always find them’so, but 
there is really no excuse for it now. At our county 
conventions we may learn all the best and newest 
methods, and we have the same access to all the splen- 
did Sunday-school magazines, filled with good sug- 
gestions, and to the helpful books about children, 
and methods of teaching. I never miss a county con- 
vention, and I go to the state conventions when I 
can, and I find there all the best things city schools 
are doing, and I study them, and adapt them 
to our needs here in the country. There is no longer 
any excuse for country schools not knowing how, 
and as for materials and tools, the average country 
church has as rich a membership as the average city 
church, if they can only be brought to use their 
money on the Sunday-school. I have not had a great 
deal of trouble getting the things I have. We've al- 
ways had to use just a screened-off corner in the 
church until this summer, when one of our well-to-do 
members found out I wanted this tent, and gave me 
the money for it.. I am praying and working now for 
a little room to use this winter, and fora piano later 
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on, and I fully expect to get them.”—Caroline Kel- 
logg, Newport, Ky. 
b 


A Sunday-School Kindergarten 


At FIRST my Primary class of girls had rio sepa- 
rate class-room, but ‘now we have screened off a 
corner of the unused basement with brown burlap. 

ith curtains at the window, pictures and mounts for 
the walls, and some matting, the little room looks 
quite attractive. 

We use kindergarten chairs, and I have sometimes 
sent the children tiny home-made post-cards with a 
little empty red chair painted on—this after the chil- 
dren have been absent from class. 

In illustrating the lesson I find plasticene both in- 
expensive and useful. It is not good, however, to 

ive it to the children to use as it soils their hands. 

t is fine for modeling single objects, relief maps, 
cities, etc. 

A five-cent box of modeling wax, in colors, can 
be used for some objects also. 

The sand-table seems to be the favorite with the 
children, 

At onetime I made a little African_scene on the 
sand-table, to accompany a foreign mission story. 
The huts for the village were cut from stiff paper and 
colored realistically. Moss was used for grass, a 
mirror for water, and two toy elephants hid in a 
jungle of pine needles. The savages were very 
crudely made with clay from the brook, dried and 
painted black with water colors. Beads were painted 
on them, and their clothing was of colored tissue 
‘paper. One tiny boy sat on a hillock eating a (clay) 
banana. A woman was passing with a baby slung on 
her back. Another was seated by a hut with some 
dishes. Two men carried a sick child in a hammock 
slung on. a pole through the town; others had vessels 
on their heads. 

Some weeks ago I made little square blank books 
for the children. The covers were of brown mount- 
ing paper, with a pretty colored card pasted on the 
front, and their names printed in gilt at the bottom. 
To each was attached by its cord a very tirly pencil. 
The visitors’ books were white. These booklets hang 
in a row, on brass tacks by the door. - One of, the 
children takes charge of them. Another. child looks 
after the crayons. The children were delighted with 
everything and took great pains and a good deal of 
pleasure writing and drawing some verse or object 
in connection with the lesson. 

To increase interest in the Bible I have begun to 
record their progress in a new way. To the top of a 
cardboard box I fastened a sheet of paper with the 
names of the scholars written on the left, and blank 
ruled spaces on the right;.as in an attendance book. 
Their progress I mark with’ pins having colored heads. 

For prompt attendance, attention to the lesson, and 
memory work learned, the child is rewarded by a red- 
headed pin being shoved into the box lid across from 
her name. For bringing a visitor a blue-headed pin 
is used, and for some long piece of Scripture mem- 
orized, a brass-headed pin is put in. A tiny paper 
flag is erected when a book of the Bible has been 
read through. One of the scholars marks this record. 

The children have made attractive blotters for dis- 
tribution as tracts by pasting pretty pictures or cards 
and a verse on each. The blotting paper may be 
bought in large sheets, any color. We cut the verses 
from last year’s Scripture calendars. The little folks 
give these away themselves to their friends and the 
school children, and enjoy making them very much.— 
May Wallis, Weston, Canada,’ 


Little Thought-Catchers 


Hit Rte ildren’s darting thoughts, like butter- 
flies, must ever be caught on the wing, yet it takes 
but-the simplest devices to do it. 

I saw a teacher hold an entire department through 
several verses of the song, “Jesus loves me,” by using 
this bit of pantomime. § e said, 

“I’m going to ask Jimmie to come and stand beside 
me while we sing and see if he can hold up my Bible 
at the right place—where it says, ‘for the Bible tells 
me so.’ You all watch and see if he does it.” 

Every little face looked eagerly to see if Jimmie 
did it exactly on time, and again in the chorus when 
the phrase was repeated. They had to be thinking 
the words, too. There was almost applause when 
he did it; and then came the joy of choosing some 
one else tor the next verses. 

Again they were repeating Scripture in concert, ail 
save extremely restless Bobbie. “Bobbie, come here 
and help me decide which class says it the best,” she 
said softly. Bobbie came and he was so very judicial 
that it took several repetitions for him to say which 
had the honors. 

To make little people recall the words of songs 
themselves, they may be told-to hum the tune the 
piano plays until they can break forth with the. cor- 
rect. phrases. To give them the idea of speaking to- 
gether in harmony, insist that their words “keep step” 
as they say their verses. It visualizes the idea to them 
and they take delight in seeing if they can do it— 
Lee McCrae, Orange, Cal. 
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LESSON 8. AUGUST 25. SPEAKING FOR CHRIST 


Luke 12: 8-12; Acts 1: 1-8 


Golden Text.—Every one who shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God.—Luke 12 : 8. 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


“ F COURSE, not every Christian ought to at- 

Ok to tell others about Christ. It is so easy 

to have ‘zeal without knowledge,’ and so to 

harm His cause. We all ought to live in such a way 

that others shall see Christ in our lives, and that, 
after all, is the best witnessing for Christ.” 

Say something like this to your class, and ask 
them what they think of it. se also the typical 
objections to speaking for Christ that are given by 
Mrs. Askew (1), and let the class discuss these. 
Then suggest, as Mrs. Askew does, that the Word of 
‘God be looked into to see what he thinks about it. 


‘Our Background Material 


Give the class a glimpse of our riches in the Hol 
Spirit, and what God’s Word says about this. Bot 
lesson passages for this week, in Luke and in the Acts, 
give special prominence to the Holy Spirit. A foot- 
note in the Scofield Reference Bible, on Acts 2: 4, 
summarizes the New. Testament teaching concerning 
the Holy Spirit, and inchades the following: j 

Christ indicates a threefold personal relationship of 
the Spirit to the believer: “With,” “in,” “upon” 
(John 14:17; Luke 24: 49; Acts 1:8). “With” indi- 
cates the approach of God to the soul, convicting of 

‘gin (John 16:9), presenting Christ as the object of 
‘faith (John 16:14), imparting faith (Eph. 2:8), and 
regenerating (John 3: 3-16). “In” describes the abid- 
ing presence of the Spirit in the believer’s body 
(1 Cor. 6:19) to give victory over the flesh (Rom. 8: 
‘2-4; Gal. 5:16, 17), to create the Christian character 
(Cal. 5:22, 23), to help infirmities (Rom. 8:26), to 
‘inspire prayer (Eph. 6: 18), ‘to’ give conscious access 
to God (Eph. 2:18), to, actualize to the believer his 
sonship (Gal..4:6),.to apply the! Scriptures. in cleans- 
ing and sanctification (Eph. 5:26; 2-Thess., 2:13; 
I det. 1:2), to comfort and intercede (Acts 9: 31; 
Rom, 8: 26),.and to reveal Christ (John 16: 14). 

The coming of the Holy Spirit upon believers was 
foretold by our Lord (Luke 24: 49; Acts 1:8); and 
was accomplished on the day of Pentecost (Acts 
2: 1-4). 


The Leseon Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les-. 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Two boys about twelve years old, one of them the 
writer of this article, were talking together about an 
unusual thing. ° The writer remembers very well the 
words that the other boy spoke to him. Said he: 
“My father says that the Bible says that whoever 
confesses Jesus Christ before men, Christ will con- 
fess him in heaven; and whoever denies Christ before 
men, Christ will deny him in heaven. I don’t want 
Christ to deny me, and so I am going to confess him 
by joining the church next Communion Sunday.” 

The other boy had never heard it put in just this 
way. It seemed a very clear statement, and the con- 
clusion seemed inescapable. Both boys believed in 
Jesus, and in Jesus as the Saviour, but they had never 
done: anything about it. The quoted passage from 
God’s Word settled the matter for tW® second boy; 
and to-day as he writes these words he is grateful to 
God that his boy friend, who not long after that was 
called to be with the Lord, was true in confessing 
Christ to him, and was the means under God of lead- 
ing him to confession of faith in Jesus as Saviour. 

Let us make very plain to the class what it is to 
confess Christ’s name. (In The Sunday School Times 
of March 30, 1918, was published an editorial written 
by one of the Times’ editorial writers, Dr. John 
Henry Strong, on “What Is It to Confess Christ’s 
Name?” Those who have that copy will do well to 
study that remarkable article carefully. Here are 
some of its revealing points) : 


In Bible times names were not designations; they 
were descriptions. They told not who a man was so 
much as what a man was. Names were the audible 
image, so to speak, of the man. 

God gave Moses His covenant name, for the ever- 
lasting strength and comfort of His people. God’s 
name, in other words, is God himself. Christ’s name, 
like God’s name, is simply Christ’s’ self-revelation. 
Men were told to believe on his name. They-were 


saved if they believed. They were condemned if they 
refused to believe. 

And what that name was is no secret. It contained 
the double disclosure of what Christ was and what 
Christ had done. 

If we are going to confess the name of. Christ be- 


Deveticaal 
Agpaced eachers: Psa. 145: 1-21; Prov. 25:11; 
rk 5:19,20; Johnzx ; 40-46; Acts 4: 18-20; Phil. 2:12; 
Col. 4:6: 1 Pet. 3:15 
Primary and Junior Topic: Showing Our Love for Jesus. _ 
Lesson Material ; Matt. 25 : 34-40. 
Memory Verse: By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if y° have love one to another.—John 13 : 35. 
Story Material ; Matt. 16 : 13-18; 26 : 69-75 ; John ax : 15-17. 
jor, and Adult Topic: i Christ, and 


pg: Jas. 3: 1-28. 


‘Additional. Material: M : Th 
itional, Material! : att. 12: 34-37; ess. 5:11, 1 
16-18 ; Jas. 1: 19, 26; 3 : 1-18. ae , a 











8 And I say unto you, Every one who shall confess 1 me 
before men, 2 him shall the Son of man also confess before 
the angels of God: 9 but he that denieth me in the pres- 
ence of men shall be denied in the presence’ of the angels 
of God. 10 And every one who shall speak a word against 
the Son of man, it shall-be forgiven him: but unto him that 
blasphemeth against the Holy Spirit it shall not be for- 
given. 11 And when they bring you before the synagogues, 
and the rulers, and the authorities, be not anxious how or 
what ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: 12 for the 
Holy Spirit shall teach you in that very hour what ye 
ought to saya 

Acts 1:1 The *former treatise I made, O Theophilus, 
concerning all that Jesus began both to do and to teach, 
2,until the day in which he was received up, after that he 

ad given commandment through the Holy Spirit unto the 
apostles whom he had chosen: 3 to”whom he also * showed 
himself alive after his passion by many proofs, appearing 
unto them by thé space of forty days, and’ speaking the 
things ‘concerning the kingdom of God: °4 and, ® being 
assembled together with them, he charged them. not: to de- 
part from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the 
Father, which, said he, ye heard from me: ‘5 for John in- 
deed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized ®in the 
Holy Spirit not many ‘days hence. ‘ ' 

6 They therefore, when they were come together, asked 
him, saying, 
kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, ,It, is net 
for you to know times or seasons, which the Father hath 
7 set within his own: authority. 8 But ye shall ‘receive 


' power, ‘when the Holy Spifit' is ‘core ‘tipon you: and ye 


shall be ‘my witnesses both in, Jerusalem, and sin all-Judas 
and Samaria, and unto the uttérmost’ part of the earth! 


2Gr. in me. *Gr. in, him{ # Gr: first,» * Grd presetited. 
5 Or, eating with them Or, with * Or, appointed by 


j isi ight, 1901, by Th I . haw : 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons. Ladvantepteparation, teach ‘us what. we oust Yo say, 








fore men and angels at last, the name of-Christ must 
be the thing to begin to confess here and now: What 
else but this is there. to confess? Our. loyalty to 
Christ? Our love for Christ? Our admiration for 
his wonderful supereminence:iabove the-human race? 
These things may be among the motives and. spurs 
td an honest confession. Loyalty and love are indis- 
putably the glow and life and joy of a confession. 
They are not, however, the substance of a confession. 
The man who confesses his loyalty may be simply 
confessing himself. The man who confesses his ad- 
miration may be simply confessing himself. We are 
not commanded or desired to confess ourselves. We 
are too imperfect. What is our loyalty? Perfect loy- 
alty? What is our love? Perfect love? The more 
faithfully we probe the matter, the clearer it be- 
comes that to confess our loyalty and love and admi- 
ration is to confess our sinfulness and alienation and 
rebellion, and not to confess Christ at all. 

Are we equal to this? Can we stand the self- 
effacement? We may not greatly exalt or display the 
glory of our “personality,” or reveal the richness of 
our emotions and the true depth of our mind. We 
may be pulled rather sternly from the footlights and 
thrust into the shadow where we begin to doubt our 
formulations and cast ourselves on the Scriptures as 
never before. But we shall find bread, not a stone. 
quiet strength will come, and conviction, and God 
will give us persuasiveness with others. Many a hu- 
man philosopher may disappear as Moses and Elijah 
did on the mountain, but we shall,see Jesus and Jesus 
only. We, shall see a cross and an empty tomb and 
tongues of fire descending on praying people. The 
name will emegge—Christ as he intended to be known; 
and that: will become our great and only confession. 


Now show the class the folly of supposing that it is 
enough ‘to confess Christ simply by our livés without 
ever’saying anything about him. What the Bible says 
about this, as a duty for every Christian, is brought 
out by Mrs. Askew (2-3). Avery effective and un- 
expected object lesson is given in Pucker’s class (Mr. 
Rogers, 1-2). A clever comment of-a. character in a 
modern novel, who said that his was “the religion of 
all sensible men,” as bearing on whether we ought to 
talk akout Christ, is exposed by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(III, 5). And one result that the public confession of 
Christ has upon the person who makes it is brought 
out in the Lesson Cartoon. 

Do not let the class misunderstand the terrible pas- 
sage about the unpardonable. sin of- blaspheming 





Lord, dest thou at this time restore the: 


_ 





against the Holy Spirit: (Luke 12:10). What this 
does mean, and what it does not mean, is clearly ex- 
oa: by Dr. Griffith Thomas (I, 2). The verse in 

uke must be read in connection with the parallel 
teaching in Mark 3: 28-30; this makes it plain that 
the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is the con- 
fusing of God and: Satan, not being able to see the 
difference between the Spirit of God and Satan,— 
“because they said [of Jesus], He hath an unclean 
spirit” (vs. 22, 30). And make it very plain that no 
one who is at all concerned about this or any other 
sin has been or can be guilty of the unpardonable 
sin, as Dr. Griffith Thomas points out. 

_The lesson passage in Acts 1:1-8 shows how the 
disciples were getting ready to be witnesses for Christ. 
It includes nine different points of their preparation 
or commission ; such as (1) the equipped witness for 
Christ knows “all that Jesus began both to do and to 
teach, until the day in which he was received up” (vs. 
I, 2); (2) the witness for Christ is chosen by. Christ 
(v. 2) (John 15:16, 19); and so on. Let the class 
discover as many of these nine points as possible. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The greatest blessing we can have is just/to think 
and to talk about Jesus. We must witness by our 
lips, if we do his expressed will. But we must also 
be witnessing to him by our lives; and this witness 
of the life is unconscious to the one who thus wit- 
nesses; it’ is the fragrant aroma of his life, the pres- 
ence of Christ within him, unconsciously to himself, 
but seen” by others. We can never have it by look- 
ing'at ourselves or thinking of our actions, but only 
by looking unto “Jesus only.” 

In out’ spoken witness we may testify to God along 
‘four Tihes: his greatness, his goodness, his glory, and 
his grace (Dr. riffith Thomas, II, 4). 

! + And: we are to let our witness go out into the whole 
world! See the: place that- God -gives to” the’ ‘great 
“missionary commission (Dr. Griffith Thonias, I, 3). 


Teaching Points ? ° ' 
The promise that the Holy Spirit shall; without our 


has no reference to Bible teaching or evangelism or 
preaching in general, but only to those times when 
believers’: are brought before: rulers or authorities 
because of their relation to Christ. 

It is'a costly thing to confess Christ as he wants 
to be confessed, both then and now (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, I, 1). 

Our Lord did not rebuke his disciples for thinking 
that the kingdom was going to be restored to Israel 
(Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 3). Their ideas of an actual 
earthly kingdom for Israel were right, not wrong, for 
that is the whole message of the Old Testament and 
the New concerning Jews and the throne of David 
and Christ as their coming King. Jesus only rebuked 
them in regard to the time of this: 

A remarkable illustration of power, from coal, is 
given in Mr. Ridgway’s last paragraph. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 


Why cannot Christ confess before the angels of 
God those who permanently deny him in the presence 
of men? ‘ 

Mention a New Testament case when a believer’s 
word against the Son of man was forgiven him. 

Mention a New Testament case when the Holy 
Spirit plainly showed believers who were brought 
before authorities just what they should say. 

Why must the true witness to Christ know that he 
has a risen Lord? (Acts 1: 3.) ens 

When and how is the kingdom to be restored to 
Israel? . 

Can a Christian be a “full-grown” Christian with- 
out being a missionary Christian? 


. A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s' Lesson 


{For the teagher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] c 


Christian Giving (Luke 6 : 30-38; 21: 1-4). 

Does it seem strange that God, who offers to give 
us everything, asks us to give a great deal to him? 
What-is the reason? Does he want what we have? 
Does he need what we have? Let us study out this 
lesson to get the explanation of our gifts to God. 

‘How is it, practically possible to love our enemies? 

How has God shown his mercy? 

What promise is made to those who give? ; 

What was the poor widow’s measure of giving? 

PHILADELPHIA. 








LESSON FOR AUGUST 25 (Luke 12 :8-12; Acts 1: 1-8) 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


Connection.—Christianity is to be propagated in- 
two ways: by lip and by life; word and deed. These 
must be inseparable; not life without lip, or lip. with- 
out life. Christ was “mighty in deed and word” 
(Luke 24:19). The present lesson has to do with 
one of these, our words, as an opportunity of extend- 
ing the kingdom of God. “A word in due season, how 
~good is it!” (Prov. 15 : 23-) There are few things 

more important or. helpful to others than “speaking 
for Christ. 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


Confession and Its Prospect (Luke 12:8). These 
verses are included in a message of Christ spoken on 
his way from Galilee to Jerusalem (9:51 to 19: 27). 
In the face of intense opposition it was essential for 
his followers to confess him before men, showing 
thereby on which side they were. This would as- 
suredly result in confession of them hereafter by 
Christ. (1) . 
~< Denial and Its Portion (v.9). On the other hand, 
if, through lack of courage or other cause, Christ was 
denied, as, for instance, by saying that he was, only 
a man, or being ashamed of him, the result would be 
denial hereafter by Christ. ht a 

Blasphemy and Its Punishment (v.19). In the case 
of those who went further and spoke against Christ, 
there would be forgiveness, because of ignorance of 


his true claim; but any one who deliberately sinned . 


_ against light by blaspheming against the Holy Spirit, 


shutting his eyes to what he knows to be true, would: 


never have forgiveness (Mark 3: 28-30). This blas- 
pheming indicates a heart hardened by sin to such an 
extent that it does not desire pardon; and no one who 
is at all concerned about this or any other.sin has 


been or can be guilty of this terrible evil, The sen-: 


sitiveness about it is a.clear proof that ne such sin 
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6. Philippians 2:11. (1) The fact; (2) the theme; 
(3) the purpose. 

3. Colossians 4:6. Three aspects of s,eech: (1) 
pleasant; (2) pungent; (3)- practical. 

8.1 Peter 3:15. (1) Hope experienced; (2) rea- 
son possessed; (3) meaning expressed. 

Ill. The Graded Topics 

~ Intermediaté, Senior, and Adult Topic: Confessing 
Christ, and Other Christian Uses of Speech. (Addi- 
tional Material: Matt. 12: 34-37; 1 Thess. 5:11, 14, 
16-18; James 1:10, 26; 3: 1-18). 

1. Confession of Christ. While our life is-to be a 
constant evidence of Christianity, it is particularly 
important-to remember the duty of literal confession 
of Christ by word of mouth. “If thou ‘shalt confess 
with thy mouth” (Rom. 10:9). This call to speak is 
found almost everywhere in Scripture. “Let the re- 
deemed of Jehovah say so” (Psa. 107:2). In a 
modern novel, one of the characters asked another, 
“What is your religion?” to which the reply was made, 
“The religion of all sensible men,” and when asked 
again, “What is that?” he replied, “Sensible men never 
tell.” This is exceedingly clever, but, unfortunately, 
it is not true, because if a man has knowledge of 
anything which will make other people better and does 
not tell them, he is not a sensible man. Real religion 
is inevitably “contagious,” and, as some one has said, 
“He who has only enough religion for himself does 
not possess enough for himself.” (5) 

There are three special reasons for this confession: 
(1) It is‘& proof. We thus show ‘to others that we 
‘belong to Christ.. (2) It is a protection. There is a 


‘great truth in the old saying about whistling to keep 


up our courage. Confession of Christ is a safe- 
guard in. the midst_of foes; people at least know on 
which, side we are. (3) It is a power. We are thus 


«enabled to help and. cheer others who might be weak, 


has been committed. (2) be 


Anxiety and Jts Protection. (vs.: 11) :12}.*. Christ 


foresaw that there would be opposition between his! 


followers and -the Jewish authorities, and:he there- 
fore told, them not to be anxious, because the Holy 
Spirit would be their Teacher and*enable*them*to an- 
swer aright. Momentary grace would thus. meet mo- 
mentary need. Whenever emergencies arise, God dl 
ways is ready and willing to meet them. 

Training and Its Provision (Acts 1: a5). During 
the forty days after the resurrection Christ was 
teaching, @reparing, and training -his disciples for 
their future work, and, in particular, he told them all 
what they were to do in preaching all over the world 
(Luke 24:47). But they were not to leave Jeru- 
salem until they had been given the necessary power 
in the gift of the Holy Spirit. A perfect provision 
had been made and would come at the right time. 

Commission and Its Power (vs. 6-8). It was nat- 
ural for the disciples as Jews to think that the king- 
dom would be restored to Israel at that time, and the 
Lord did not say that they were wrong in their refer- 
ence to the kingdom, but only rebuked them in. regard 
to the time, saying that it was not for them to know 
times ‘or seasons, which had been reserved by God. 
Meanwhile, they were to go everywhere and bear 
witness to their Master, and for this work they would 
receive the power of the Holy Spirit. Thus, they 
were to speak far Christ in all places until they 
reached the ends of the earth. This is the great mis- 
sionary commission, recorded no fewer than five times 
after the resurrection, here and in the closing chap- 
ters of all four Gospels. (3) 

Devotional Reading.—James 3: 1-8. The power of 
the tongue. Small in size (vs. 1-5) ; great in influence 
(vs. 5-8); varied in possibility (vs. 9-12); wise in 
exercise (vs. 13-18). 


Il, Additional Material for Teachers 


Psalm. 145: 1-21; Proverbs 25:11; Mark 5: 19, 20; 
John 1: 40-46; Acts 4: 18-20; Philippians 2: 11; Col- 
ossians 4:6; 1 Peter 3: 15. 

Here, as elsewhere in this lesson, everything should 
be concentrated on the idea of- speech, particularly 
in relation to testimony for God. 

1. Psalm 145:1-21. The opening and closing 
verses (1, 2, 21) express a resolution to bear witness 
to God, and then the Psalm proceeds along four lines: 
(1) the greatness of God (vs. 3-6); (2) ‘the good- 
ness of God (vs. 7-10); (3) the glory of God (vs. 
11-13; (4) the grace of God (vs. 14-20). (4) 

2. Proverbs 25:11.' (1) Fitness of speech stated; 
(2) fitness of speech illustrated. 

(2) 


3. Mark, 5:19, 20. (1) Blessing received; 
blessing reported. 

4. John 1: 40-46. (1) Experience; (2) Expression. 

5. Acts 4; 18-20. (1) Silence commanded; (2) 
speech compelled. 





nervous, ‘and silent without our bold testimony. 

2. Other Christian Uses of Speech. The various 
passages given as Additional Materfal illustrate sev- 
eral ways in which’ we can confess Christ by our 
speech::.:In «particular, we should. think of the way 
in ‘which we can bear testimony to our. Master by 
words‘ of (1) purity; (2). courtesy; (3) kindness; 
(4) "sympathy; (5) encouragement. A doctor fre- 
quently says to @ patient: “Let.me.look at your 
tongue,” and.the way we use. our. speech is a fine 
testimony; to our spfritual health, 


TV. ‘The Heart of the Lesson 


The very last words on earth of the Lord Jesus 
spoke ‘of our beirig witnesses to him, or his witnesses 
(Acts 1:8). In some respects this is the most vital, 
essential, and important work we can do. What does 
it imply? yh” 

1. Personal Testimony. The Christian is not an 

originator, a discoverer, a philosopher, a leader,- or 
even a theologian. He is a witness, and this means 
first, .persortal experience, and then personal ex- 
pression.’ A witness requires three qualifications: ac- 
curate knowledge, thorough disinterestedness, perfect 
candor.. This is essentially true of the Christian, 
Further, his testimony must be personal and cannot 
be delegated to others. “We cannot but speak the 
things which we saw and heard” (Acts 4:20). 
*+2. Testimony to a Person. Christianity is devo- 
tion to a Person, not to a Church, or to a book, or 
to'a philosophy, or to a code of morals. When Christ 
said, “my witnesses,” he meant witnesses to what he 
is, has-done, and is doing; his Divine Person, his life 
of righteousness, his atoning death, his resurrection 
power. It is impossible to exaggerate this testimony 
to the Person of Christ. “She spake of him” (Luke 
2:38); “Christ in you, the hope of glory: whom we 
preach” (Col. 1:27, 28); “We preach Christ cruci- 
fied” (1 Cor. 2:2); “We preach not ourselves,: but 
Christ Jesus as Lord’ (2 Cor. 4:5). 

3. Methods of Testimony. While the present les- 
son necessarily emphasizes one form of witness, it is 
worth while recalling the three ways in which we 
testify for Christ: (1) the word; (2) the work; (3) 
the writing; lip, life, literature; confession in speech, 
consistency in conduct, and circulation of truth. 


V. Leading Questions 


ray is the meaning of confessing Christ? (Luke 
12; 8, 
( ri} do men usually deny Christ before others? 

v. 9. 

What is the essential difference between speaking 
against the Son of man and blaspheming against the 
Holy Ghost? 

What: was Christ mainly doing between his resur- 
rection and ascension? 

What was the ‘chief command given then? 
and when is it fulfilled? 

What is the meaning of the question ‘in’ Acts 1:6? 
= it asked then? Did Christ deny the truth 
of it? | 

_What two chief things were in Christ’s mind in 
his last earthly words? (v. 8.) 

Wycurre CoLiecr, Toronto. 


How 





“447 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The I Beam Club.—Every one who shall confess 
me before men (v. 8). If you were an official of the 
Bethlehem Steel Company you would belong to the 
celebrated “I Beam Club.” You would wear a scarf- 

in in the form of an I beam section set in diamonds. 

hen there is a man around with that pin on I would 
advise you to speak very respectfully of Mr. Schwab 
and all his enterprises. The man might not knock 
you down always, but he would make you eat your 
words. Yesterday one hundred and eighteen of these 
loyal Schwab men ager tw at a banquet, and. the big 
electric sign over the tables had this question in fire, 
“Is THE TREND UPWARD OR DOWNWARD?” Why should 
not every Christ man of us be as léyal to our Master 
as every Schwab man is to his master? If a man 
“slams” Bethlehem, or Steelton, or Lebanon, or Wil- 
mington, or Baltimore, or Cuba, no Schwabian stands 
silent with his I beam pin under his coat. Does every- 
body know Whose enterprise you are connected with? 
Is the red button with the white eye—another kind of 
an eye beam—as much in evidence as the Schwab em- 
blem? No one need be afraid to show. his religious 
colors. Because the biggest men all over the land 
are Christians and not ashamed of it. The President, 
Vice-President, Secretary of State, the cabinet offi- 
cers, the great judges, our great bankers, great mer- 
chants, great manufacturers are the sort of folks 
‘ea young fellows tie up to and enljst with when you 

come real Christians (1 Tim. 4:8; Deut. 28:13). 


The Secret of Eloquence.—The Holy Spirit shall 
teach you... what ye ought to say (v.12). No truer 
word in all Scripture. Thousands of God’s children 
have proved it. Many a teacher has carefully and 
prayerfully prepared for the lesson, and as he stood 
before his class the Holy Spirit has put an ty 
different message into his mouth. When Patric 
Henry and the other Revolutionary patriots burst 
forth in burning eloquence they had not practised 
before a mirror or down in the woods, as we tised to 
for our orations at old Siwash. When Henry W. 
Grady made his great speech’ at the New England 
Dinner, a speech that healed the great wounds of the 
great war, he said of it, “When I found myself upon 
my feet every nerve was as-tight as a fiddle-string 
and all a-tingling. I knéw then I had a message for 
that people, and when I openéd my mouth it came 
rushing forth.” All a man has todo is ‘to’so get 
Christ into’his life that he fills arid dominates’ it, and 
then the mind will be so tuned and adjusted by the 
passion df the soul that’ when the time for expression 
comes the Holy Spirit can direct’ the Heaven-made 
machinery of thought and speech. - It is after the 
preacher has labored and prayed over the sermon 
and has his heart and head running like a- Twin Six 
that he can step to the side of the pulpit and the 
Holy, Spirit pours. out the unpremeditated message: 
If.you let God talk to you out of his Word and you 
talk to God in your closet, and you are called upon to 
“lead in prayer,” just open your mouth and heart and 
God will fill both! (Acts 6:10; 2 Tim, 4: 17.) 


Patience.—Wait for the promise of the. Father 
(Acts 1:4). This was probably a trying time for the 
disciples, It is the hardest of jobs to-day. Impa- 
tience has always been a defect of youth. It is a 
more manifest fault to-day than ever. Things go 
quickly these days of telephones and tin Lizzies. 
Note the crowds on the cars. “They can’t wait,” 
complains the conductor. :If you have any young 
folks in your family your whole domestic strategy 
consists in keeping them from rushing precipitately 
into situations. Matrimony like as not!.. And when 
it comes to waiting for a promise, weli—! Mr. 
Moody used to say he made it a rule not to promise, 
He would say “No,” and this gave him a chance later 
to say “Yes” if he should change his mind. Many a 
“promising young man” has spoiled the promise be- 
cause he could not wait for the promise. I know a 
fellow who was in the line of promotion and highly 
considered by the company: He couldn’t wait for the 
promise. “Why did you quit?” I asked. “Oh, that’s 
one of the places where few die and none resign,” 
was the reply.» A friend advises me, “Jim has been 
kicking himself ever since.” Bankers tell me the fel- 
low who wins in finance is the patient man. The man 
who can wait. Things come around in this round 
world. Shirtsleeves through broadcloth to shirt- 
sleeves again. The lesson of patient waiting in prayer 
in that upper room for’ the promise of the Holy 
Spirit was what the disciples needed for self poise 
and confidence. And the same prayerful waiting for 
heaven’s promise of prosperity is what you fellows 
need for your mastership and success in the affairs of 
men. Who wants an impulsive, impatient, head- 
over-heels doctor, lawyer, clerk, Sunday-school man, 
or anything else human?. (Jas. 1:4; Heb. 10: 36.) 


The Coal Pile.—Ye spall receive power..: and... 
be my witnesses (v. 8). Down where I spend most of 
my days is a great big black pile of power. We call 
it coal. Ages ago God so arranged it that Old Sol 


could lock up his power in that stuff. And there it 
lies packed full of tremendous. power. 


If we grind 





we BN cas a 1: 
Hy 





it up into powder and mix it with air we 
can blow the whole shop to pieces. “Old 
Hen,” the engineer, will use the stuff by 
burning it in a furnace, to turn the 
wheels of the shop and give fellows like 
you a job. But that dirty black pile is 
of no other use as it lies out there in the 
weather. It will not grow even weeds, 
and no goat will eat it. If it were sand 
or clay it could be used. But it is only 
power, and useless for all else. Last 
winter in the coal famine we paid ten 
dollars a ton for some of that black 
stuff. Had to have the power. But the 
power in the coal is no good without a 
witness of the power in the chug, chug, 
chug of the engines. There must be 
the spin of the wheels and the white 
plumes over the power house to let the 
world know Paige are is running to- 
day.” All you Christians are full of 

wer—not Christians or coal otherwise. 

ow many of you are lying out in the 
weather wasting? Edison hopes to get 
the power out of the coal without having 
to boil water. The power has to be got- 
ten out of some Christians through the 
furnace. But God has a way of getting 
the power direct if you will have it so. 
Edison’s idea is disintegration and elec- 
trical energy. God’s idea is consecra- 
tion and spiritual energy (Acts 2:4; 
Mark 16:17). 


CoaATESVILLE, Pa, 
D4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 
School Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they mar not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
eircular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
Short illustrations, of from 75 to 15¢@ words 
are great rred. They will be accepted 
ahead of ger ones equally good. 
Illustrations on verses than the 
Go Text are s y. desired, and will 
stand a better ce of acceptance than 
illustrations on the Golden Text: 


Why the Pledge Was Declined.—7he 
re e¢ of the Father (v. 4). When 

illiam, Prince of Orange, handed a 
chosen man a written pledge for a high 
position in his kingdom if the man 
would support him, the man declined it, 
saying, “Your Majesty’s word is suffi- 
cient. I would not serve a king if I 
could not trust his word.” The word 
of our King is worthy our fullest con- 
fidence, and we can rely upon its com- 
plete fulfilment. Upon the day that God 
fails to keep His word the universe will 
fall to pieces ——From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. 


A Young Girl “Witnessed,” and—Ye 
shall be my witnesses (v. 8). A number 
of years ago, a young school-girl in 
Birmingham, England, accepted Christ 
in a Gospel meeti The moment she 
found the Saviour she had a great long- 
ing to win others to Him. Two or three 
years later, while attending high school, 
she sought to bring her schoolmates to 
a knowledge of Christ. Sometimes she 
would speak to a girl at recess, and 
would run upstairs to get her Bible to 
show her a passage of Scripture. When 
she retu » the girl had ee | gone, 
and the opportunity was lost. She en- 
deavored to quote verses from the 
Bible, but found she would make mis- 
fakes. Finally she decided to carry a 
Testament always in her poo so she 
could show the other girls the way of 
life right from God’s Word, anywhere 


and at any time. Another girl began to! 


do the same thing, and another, and an- 
other, and thus was started the Pocket 
Testament League, the young girl never 
dreaming that God would take her 
humble efforts and make a mighty world- 
wide movement.—From George T. B. 
Davis, in the Alliance Weekly. Sent by 
Mrs. Leah Moore, Decatur, Ga. 


When the Artist Got “Mare Fire.” — 
Ye shall receive power, when the Hoiy 
Spirit is come upon you; and ye shall 
be my wiinesses (v. 8). “Give me only 
fire enough,” said Bernard Palissy, the 
great inventor, “and these colors will 
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become part and parcel of this china.” 
“He’s mad?’ cried his derisive neigh- 
bors. “He's mad!” “More fire!” shouted 
the determined man. “More fire!” And 
what Palissy said was at. | h proved 
true. “More fire” is the need of believ- 
ers in Christ. We need the fire of God’s 
Word to burn up all the dross in our 
hearts; the fire of Christ’s refining 

race to make us like Himself; and the 

re of the Spirit’s utterance, which shall 
cause us to witness with boldness.— 
From the Christian Age. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


Those Placards.—Ye shall be 
my witnesses (v. 8). In Korea great 
placards are placed at crossroads, on 
which are written this request: “Jf any 
of the Jesus people come this way, let 
them stop and tell us the story.’ The 
hunger for the story of salvation is the 
same in civilized America as in heathen 
lands. Every one who knows the story 
by experience is responsible for telling 
it either here or there—From the 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by the 
Rev. William Futhey~ Gibbons, Clarks 
Summit, Pa. 


of Imbeciles.—Every one 
who shall confess me before men 
(Golden Text). A Swiss paper tells 
of a young student on an express train 
between. Frankfort and Basel who 
sneered when he saw a church in course 
of construction in a village. “It’s only 
imbeciles who attend church,” he in- 
sisted, “Then I’m an imbecile,” quietly 
answered one of the men in the same 
coach. “I, tco,” broke in a third trav- 
eler. “I go every Sunday to church, 
and although an imbecile, arfi neverthe- 
less. professor in the University of 
Leipsic.” Another traveler added, “I 
am chief counsellor in the city govern- 
ment of. Strassburg, and a church- 
goer.” And still another chimed in, 
“T’m, head of the Berne nasium, and 
a convinced Christian.” — From 
John T,. Faris, in “The Christian Ac- 
cording to Paul.” Sent by Helen 
| Desjardins, Albion, Mich. ; 


Why They Waited.—Every one who 
shall pengees me before men (Golden. 
| Text). As illustrating the timely help 
Salvationist officers are able ta give men 
who, newly arrived, have to face a great 
temptation to hide their Colors, a com- 
missioner related this incident: “At 
one camp a Salvationist service man 
came to our hat and, getting in touch 
with the officer, told him he was havin 
a big fight, and wanted his prayers. A 
little inquiry elicited the information 
that he had just arrived, and was to 
sleep that night in a room with several 
unconverted men. He wanted to be 
bold, he said, and take his stand from 
the first. Of course the officer was 
only too ready to help, prayed with him 
and for him, and sent him off.. On 
reaching his room the man found his 
mates already assembled, and said to 
them, “Men, I am a Salvationist, and as 
such I am of course going to pray be- 
fore I turn in!’ Not a word was said, 
and our man dropped on his knees, but 
instead of praying silently he prayed 
aloud! Nothing happened till next 
night, when, on returning to the, sleep- 
ing quarters, ov- man was greeted by 
one of the men who, speaking for the 
others, said, ‘Matey, we’ve been waiting 
for you; we want you to pray with us 
before we turn in!’”"—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. The F tess for this week is 
awarded te this illustration. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Befofe the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
how we have hurt thy loving heart by our 
cowardice in not speaking for thee! How 
we have avoided life’s greatest privileges and 
obligations by standing apart from thee! 
Give us this day, we pray thee, the decision 
and the courage to break with whatever may 
be keeping us back from thee, and to stand 
clear of everything that entangles us in the 
net of the werld. We know that only 
through thy grace and mercy can we do this. 
Take us in hand, we pray thee, and make us 
humble and teachable, and quicken our 





speech so that we may tell others of thee in 





constant faithfulness and eager joy. In thy 
dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A young fellow 
who was trying to lead others to~Christ 
stood just outside the door of a barrack 
in one of the big American camps. 
There were only four soldiers inside 
just then, and they were busy with their 
equipment. Should he go in and spea! 
to them about Christ? He was on the 
Field Staff of the Pocket Testament 

e. At, first he thought perhaps the 
soldiers would not want to talk to him 
just then. Suddenly it flashed upon him 
that such a thought was unworthy of 
the Name he bore. So-he went in and 
offered the soldiers some Y. M. C. A. 
stationery that he carried in a small bag. 
They gladly accepted it, and this led to 
the question as to whether they had 
Testaments. None of the four could 
say yes, and this led to a straight talk 
about their relation to Christ. All four 
accepted Testaments, and two, after a 
full, earnest talk, accepted Jesus Christ. 
Was that young man glad he went in? 
Well, you would be just as glad if you 
crossed over the threshold of your fears 
and your reluctance, and spoke the 
word that you know you ought to 
speak for Christ to some one else. Do 
not worry about whether you could do 
it or not. Of course you can’t do it, but 
Christ can through you. Will you take 
the next opportunity? Trust the Lord 
for the words you will say. And speak 
out for him! 


peaking ror CHRIST 
MY PRIVILEGE 


ve 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“TI love to tell the story.” 

“Throw out the life-line.” 

“Since the. fulness of His love came in.” 
“Jesus is tehderly calling thee home.” 
“Out of my bondage, sorrow, and night.” 
“TI will sing the wondrous story.’ 

“Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim.” 
“© Zion, haste, thy mission high fulfilling.” 
“The morning light is breaking.” 














(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture. “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board ‘of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 145: 1-21 (294: 1-3). 
Psalm 96 : 1-13 (193 : 1-3). 
Psalm 135 : 1-21 (274: 1-3). 
Psalm 66: 1-9 (139: 1-9). 
Psalm 108 : 1-13 (221 : 4-3). 





[ Department Helps | 


The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc. — Followers of 
Jesus should be brave enough to 
speak about him. 

Note.—It will be wise to concentrate 
to-day’s material upon missionary teach- 
ing, in a service of song. Substitute 
wo Big if more familiar than those sug- 
gested. 


Introduction—Atl. Primary children 
attend school. How many of you ever 
spoke a piece? Did you enjoy it? 

mebody helped you to choose and 
learn the ‘piece before you could tell it 
to others. 

In Sunday-school we learn beautitul 
stories, songs, and Bible verses, which 
we might tell to others. Which are your 
favorites? It-would be fine to tell them 
to people who had never heard them 
before. Missionaries travel far to teach 
such stories and songs. The stories and 
songs about Jesus are the best of all. 

Lesson Story—When Jesus began to 
teach he had only a few followers, like 
Peter and Andrew, James and John— 
the fishermen of Capernaum. They told 
others, who camé to hear Jesus. They 
became his followers, too.. Before Jesus 
went back to his heavenly home, he said 
to them, You must go and tell all the 
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nations: Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to the whole creation. 

_They were so few and the world was 
so big, how could they do it? They be- 
oo right where they were in Jerusalem. 

thers heard and told, until so many 
were talking Jesus that the rulers 
arrested some of them and put them in 


k| prison. Peter and John, Paul and Silas, 


and others went to prison; but that did 

not stop them, for they talked and sang 

to the prisoners, the guards, and even the 

keepers of the prison. They were brave 

enough to. 

“Never be afraid to speak for Jesus, 
Think how much a word can do,— 
Never be afraid to own your Saviour, 
He who loves and cares for. you.” 


(Old Song.) 


When these men got out of prison, they 
went right on telling others about Jesus. 

Philip traveled a long way to meet a 
man, returning to Africa, who was 
reading God’s Word while riding in his 
chariot. Philip told him the story of 
Jesus, so Philip was a missionary. 
(Show pictures of missionaries, medi- 
cal, educational, and evangelistic, in 
whom your children ought to be inter- 
ested.) Children cannot go away as mis- 
sionaries until older. ur money may 
help to send others. 

“I want to send a whisper song 

Across the waters blue, 

And say to all the children there 
Jesus loves you, loves you.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Publishing Company, Wa- 

pello, Iowa, 28 cents.) 


Others besides missionaries speak kind 
words and do kind deeds. Boy Scouts 
must learn that. Soldiers, sailors, air- 
men, Red Cross doctors, and nurses 
-must be ready to go right on with their 
work even in. great danger. 

“Little deeds. of kindness, little words of 
love, 


Make our earth an Eden, like the heaven 
above.” 


Jesus said, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least- of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me. By 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
ace, if ye have love one to an- 
other. 


' After the gl ad day we speak 
so many words. God’s Book says that 
people must give an account of their 
words. If mother sends you to the 
grocery with some money, she expects 
you to tell just how you spent it for her. 
“God is always near me, 
Hearing what I say. 
Knowing all my thoughts and deeds, 
All my work and play.” 


(Carols; same price and publisher «s Mel- 
odies.) 


God is pleased when we talk to him in 
prayer. 
“The Lord is ever near, 
He bids His children pray; 
While they are speaking He will hear 
And bless them every day.” ~* 
(Melodies.) 


There is a beautiful prayer-song about 
our words: 
“ Keep Thou the door of my lips, O Lerd, 
For this I ask to-day; 
Let me be brave to speak the truth 
In all the words I say.” 
(Melodies.) 


We may speak to others about God’s 
wonderful works, 
“He gave us eyes to see them, 
And lips that we might tell 
How good is God, the Father, 
Who doeth all things well.” 
(Carols.) 


Other Forms of Expression.—If there 
are local opportunities, in the children’s 
ward of a hospital or a children’s home, 
let a class or group of Primary children 
carry flowers, and go to sing some of 
their songs and ‘tell Bible stories, or to 
individual shut-in members of the Home 
Department. : 

Older children might copy and learn: 
“Keep a watch on your words, my children, 

For words are wonderful things; 
They are. sweet, like the bees’ fresh honey; 
Like the bees, they have terrible stings.” 


Peorta, Itt. 





Have you seen The Sunday School 
Times book catalog? 

















. 
LESSON FOR AUGUST 25 (Luke 12: 8-12 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Speaking for Christ: 

1. Why we should do this. 

2. Why we do not do this. 

3. How may we do this? 











WE ALL recognize this strange con- 
tradiction in girls,—that though 
they are generally the most talkative 
portion of the human family they have 
a strong objection to saying anything on 
religious subjects, claiming: that it 
makes them appear “queer” and_con- 
spicuous, and, often, hypocritical. So we 
need a double portion of tact in ap- 
._ proaching this topic with our girls this 
week. Let us pray earnestly for it. 

~ Perhaps you may begin by asking, “I 
wonder if any of od girls ever speak 
about our class? What kind of things 
do ae say, and why do you do so 
at all?” ‘ 
“Why, yes,” some one will answer, 
“we often speak of it when we are to- 
gether, or to’ some girl we want to get 
to come with us, or even to strangers 
-maybe, because we.are interested in it, 
think about it, and just naturally speak 
of it.” (Unless you are sure of the 
hold the class has on the girls of course 
you. will use some other point of con- 
tact, perhaps their school, or club 
they belong to, or some pe om 
you know they “adore,” . girl*¥ashion. 
_ This last illustration is plainly the best 
if you are sure of their feeling in the 
case.) x 

Now you may answer, “Well, to-day 
we are going to think for a while about 
speaking for, Christ—if we. belong to 
him. What do you girls think of that)? 
And I ‘wonder if I have a single ‘girl 
who: has found the deep joy in doing 
“what so many people consider a hard 
duty ?” 
“/ Objections. will be given ‘that ‘this. is 
not. the duty of' all, not even of all 
‘Christians; that only a few are fitted 
to do ‘this: acceptably; that the deepest 
feelings: cannot or should not be spoken 
of often or at all, “advertised” some girl 
will .:say,: -very likely. Let ‘them talk 
freely for. a little, before you suggest 
that as Christians, or. just as Bible stu- 
dents, it will be well to know exactly 
what the Bible says about this matter. 
Call ‘now for .references to be read 
(previously distributed. if necessary) 
under the heads suggested above. (1) 


1: Why should we -do this difficult 
thing? Is it a specific duty taught us in 
the Bible? Are’ reasons given for its 
being a duty? (2) 

Romans.10: 9, Lo; teaches that the actual 
confession of Christ as Saviour has its 
place in the process. of our salvation, 
and Luke 12:8-12 makes this even 
plainer and stronger. Reason enough 
for the verbal confession of Christ when 
one joins his church then, isn’t this? 

Acts 1:8, 5:42, and 8:4 give us 
other evidences that this speaking for 
Christ was a duty and a universal duty 
among the first Christians. Note the 
marginal reading (Am. Rev.) for the 
word “preaching” which, to girls, means 
only:the formal sermonizing of the min- 
isters of our times; how much better is 
“bring good tidings of.” Note, too, the 
constant use of the plural pronouns, ye 
and they. -If it is the duty of one Chris- 
tian it is the’duty of all to carry the good: 
tidings of the love of Jesus to those who 
know him not. Jesus expected it 
(Mark 5:10, 20), and approved of and 
honored such testimony (John 1: 40- 
46). (3) 

It is strengthening to the one who 
brings this Gospel news as well as to the 
one recéiving it, just as our patriotism 
is being increased daily by the constant 
expressions of it. Witness the result in 
the increasing strength of those who so 
courageously did this duty, as shown all 
through the Acts. 

2. Why then do we not do this? The 
almost ‘universal answer is, “It is so 
hard to do—/ just cannot.” Let us ask 
just one question back of that answer: 
Why is this service for Christ so hard? 
It may never be easy for some of ‘us, 


; Acts. 131-8) 
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but were our hearts on fire with such 
love as compelled Peter and John (Acts 
4: 18-20), neither could we. keep still 
when spocemnis offered itself for a 
word for Jesus (Matt. 12:34, last 
clause). 

How may we do this? As natu- 
rally as you speak of anything élse in 
which your whole heart is interested, 
and to which you are giving your life. 


‘If neither of these things is true of your 


Christian life, then you should not speak 
—how little you have to say! For the 
life behind the word speaks always in 
unmistakable language, however halting 
the lips may be. And remember, too, 
that it is the fresh experience which has 
the most power. Seek Him daily, seek 
more of him daily, if you would speak 
for him to others, and taste a joy like 
no other. 


Home Study 

Continue to read daily 1 Corinthians 
13; read Psalm 145 and James 3; re- 
view the hymn, “Lord, speak to me,” 
and speak to somebody about him this 
week. 

Atianta, Ga. 
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Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Confessing Christ like the 
trade-mark on a knife. 

Explanations: Ways 
Christ. 

Main Points: Necessity of confessing 
Christ by words; and by deeds; at, all 
times. ' f 

Illustrations: A’ knife as an object 
lésson; what the traveling men are do- 
ing; some badge.of loyalty on a boy’s 
coat. . 


of confessing 











tT began the lesson by hand- 
ing around.a new knife for ys to 
look at. It.-was a .Jim-dandy, any: one 
could. see that, and: he told us whenever 
we bought a:new knife to be suré and 
get one made by the’ same man who 
‘made ‘that. Bert grabbed it up to look 
“for the name of the company, down on 
the shank of the big blade, you know, 
but it had been all filed off smo th. (1) 

“How are we going to get one like it 
if we don’t know who made it?” asked 
Bert, looking puzzled, .““We won’t know 
what to ask for.” 

“Oh,” replied teacher, “the quality of 
the knife speaks for itself. -It doesn’t 
have to be all the time blowing about 
who made it.” 
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“But ‘how—,” began Bert, and then 
stopped. “I guess you mean about con- 
fessing Christ,” he added, thoughtfully. 
“It is sort of foolish to think that he 
will get the credit unless we wear his 
name, isn’t it, or that other fellows will 
be led“to him by our goodness unless we 
point to him?” That was quite a ser- 
mon for Bert, but we all saw the point, 
and teacher went on with the lesson. (2) 

I had to report on different ways of 
confessing Christ. I named. being bap- 
tized, joining the church, taking com- 
munion, reading your Bible and praying 
when you’re away froi, home just the 
same as you do at home, no matter who 
is around, and speaking up for him 
whenever there is.a chance. : 

“Aw, you don’t have to be everlast- 
ingly blowing off about pang a Chris- 
tian, do you?” asked. Bulldog Jones, 
sneeringly. 

“Why do you wear. that little flag 
on your coat all the time?” rejoine 
teacher. “You don’t have to be forever 
blowing off about being a loyal Ameri- 
can,do you?” . : 

“Yes, sir,” bristled Bulldog, getting 
red in the face, “some fellow might 
come along who didn’t know me, and I 
want everybody to know which side I 
am on.” 

We all clapped our hands at that, and 
teacher said Bulldog had the right spirit. 
He told us how lots of the traveling men 
are making every fellow take off his hat 
when the flag goes by, and if any man 
doesn’t stand up when 1 _ hears the 
“Star Spangled Banner they just take 
hold of him. 

He says that’s the spirit every Chris- 
tian ought to have for Christ. It isn’t 
enough to live a clean, honorable life. 
We must speak out. He had us look up 
Matthew 10:32, where it says that if 
we want Jesus to ‘speak for us at last 


we must confess him here, and then | 


Romans 106: 10, ‘where it says that we 
must conféss' with our mouths, not just 
by our actions. I don’t see how. any- 
body can: get aroun? that, any way m 
the world. ‘Then teacher went on to ex- 
plain that what ‘we say is a large part 
of our life. A fellow cannot be right in 
his life if he is wrong in. his talk. So 
we've just got to speak out for Christ 
any way you put it. 

Then. we turned to the other side. 
Bulidog’s . question. was; . “What gives 
power to. lip cenfession?” He told a 
story. of a fellow that his father heard 
about once, who, was, always talking 
pious and saying. amen in church, and 
all that, but in business he was so 
crooked ‘he ‘couldn’t ,sleep in a round 
house. “Teacher admitted that there are 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 

















> ‘T know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded 


that He is able To keepthat 
which I have committed um 








fo Him against thet day.* 
Tim. /:/2. I 
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such cases, counterfeits that don’t ring 
true. Of course the rest of our life 
must 5 with our testimony... A man’s 
goods have got to back up his advertise- 
ments or he will lose trade. But 
teacher thinks the | gy danger is not 
in cheating and lying, but in getting 
mad, atid being selfish and jealous. He 
says these things are just as unChrist- 
like as stealing a widow’s cow. 

Bumps’ question was how often we 
should confess Christ. He thought we 
ought to show our colors whenever any 
new fellows come around who don’t 
know us. But teacher thinks that those 
who do know us need to be continuall 
reminded, and that we ought ‘to spea 
for Christ whenever there is a chance, 
and show him in our lives all the time, 
He says the Christian’s flag should 
never come down. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Luke 6: 30-38; 21: I-4 
What was the treasury of Luke 21: 1? 
How much is a mite? (Luke 21: 2.) 
How was the widow’s gift more than 
_the others’? 
Did she do right in giving all she had? 
How can we decide how much to 
give? 
What causes should every Christian 
give to?., 
Terre Haute, Inp. 





Children at Home 








Some Lonely Rocks 
and a Little Girl 


By Blanche Elizabeth Wade 


NCE upon a time, there were some 
lonely rocks and-a ‘little girl.» »» 

Perhaps: you think the little girl dught 
to have been méntioned first before the 
rocks .were,.as.a little girl seems ever. so 
much more worth mentioning and: ever 
so much more worth something than 
rocks seem, but there is a reason why I 
named the rocks first. The reason is be- 
cause they were 80 many hundreds of 
years older than the little girl, and so 
they were there first. 

The littlé girl who was so much newer 
than the rocks was English, and so were 
the rocks; but this time I told_that she 
was English beforé''I said they were,— 
just to be polite: : 

Perhaps you would think the little 
girl must have felt as lonely as the rdcks, 
for she lived all alone with her father 
and her mother on the coast, and there 
were no other children for miles and 
miles ; but little Roberta Graham always 
had been away from other children, so 
she had not had the chance to miss:them. 
Besides, rocks are not lonely when they 
have.so many things upon them as these 
rocks had. These rocks seemed never to 
be quite empty of seabirds that came to 
live upon them or to rest upon them: if it 
was not the nesting season; or, at feast, 
to fly back and forth over them from 
place to place, and Roberta was so. much 
a part of the place that the seabirds did 
not mind her at all, for she never scared 
them, and often talked to them in a soft, 
gentle little voice. 

There were rabbit-holes back inthe 
rocks at this place where little Roberta 
lived, and she had learned that the. puf- 
fins—the funniest of the seabirds’ near 
her home—often used the rabbit-holes for 
their nests instead of scooping: out holes 
for nest-homes for themselves. .Some- 
times Roberta had even seen a puffin and 
a rabbit fight over the rabbit’s home, aitd 
oftentimes Mr. or Mrs. Rabbit: had 
thought it best to move and let the Puf- 
fin family have the hole in the rocks. In 
places where there are no rabbits, the 
puffins have to work hard to scoop. ‘out 
their homes themselves. 

Just to look at the puffins sunning 
themselves upon the rocks sometimes 
made Roberta laugh. They had such 
funny cheeks and bills that they looked 
as if they were laughing themselves all 
the time, and they looked something like 





clowns, their faces were so funny. . It 
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seemed as hot their bills were made 
for some sort of large parrot instead of 
for themselves, and these bills were 
orange striped on sort of bluish gray. 
The cheeks and under parts were white, 
and there was a black ring around the 
neck, and more black upon the top of the 
head and back. The legs and toes were 
orange, and when Roberta saw the sun 
shining full upon the rows of puffins, it 
was a gay sight. 

One day when Mr. Graham was sit- 
ting beside Roberta and together they 
were watching the funny puffins, all at 
once a raven’s loud scolding was heard. 
Then they saw that he had been trying 
to rob a puffin’s nest in a hole in the 
rocks below them, and the puffin had 
flown out and had taken Mr. Raven by 
the wing*in her strong bill, and was 
tumbling him along with her over the 
rocks toward the watér. Into the water 
she went with him, and tried to drown 
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him, but Mr. Raven luckily broke away 
from her, and flew off crying. He had 
had enough of hunting for puffins’ eggs 
for supper that day. 

Fish and insécts and little shell-fish 
are what the puffins eat, so Mr. Gra- 
ham told Roberta, and she watched 
the birds dive and swim after sprats, 
which are a sort of small fish that swim 
in the waters around the lonely rocks. 

What! Now, should you-think those 
rocks lonely with so much going on 
about them and u them? And should 
you think the little girl who lived so far 
away from other children could be 
lonely either, with such a funny family 
as that of the puffins to amuse her? 
And think of the other kinds of families 
of seabirds that lived there, too! I 
should not think that the word lonely 
fitted this story at all, and some day 
maybe I’d better change the title! 

Norwa.k, Conn. 





Under the Library Lamp 
with Britain’s Choicest Books 





An intimate glimpse, given oveny fow weeks, of the moet nctableel the sow Betich 
books in religious fields, as seen by David M’Intyre, Senior Minister- of Finnieston 
United Free Church, and Principal of the Bible Training Institute, Glasgow, Scotland. 


A Scholar's Last Gift 


This article reviews “The Christian 

Doctrine of Reconciliation,” by the 

late Principal James Denney, D.D. 

(Hodder and Stoughton, London; 

George H. Doran Company, New 
York, $2.) 


R. DENNEY’S last gift to the Church 

is this volume.. The subject which 
he chose had become emphatically his 
own. Like Bunyan’s pilgrim he began 
where God began with him; and he has 
ended there. A Wesleyan preacher of 
a former generation used to linger on 
the phrase, “Live in the Sacrifice.” This 
is precisely what Principal Denney did. 
With the mystic he was able to say, 


“Here, here, ig my inheritance, 
My kingly palace, home.” 


Not many years ago one of his stu- 


“ dents, fresh from the philosophy classes 


where he had to some extent lost the 
vision of “the First and Only Fair,” was 
listening dully to a prelection on the 
Third of Romans. But as Dr. Denney 
descended on the twenty-fifth verse, 
“Whom God set forth to be a propiti- 
ation, through faith, by his blood,” his 
own intense feeling kindling and made 
incandescent, the student sat upright in 
his seat, and said to himself, “I have 
found my God.” 

That student was, no doubt, only one 
of many thus led into the clearness of 
truth. Bishop Moule tells of a Cam- 
bridge professor, a man of cold de- 
meanor, whose reserve always gave way 
in the remembrance of his Lord’s suffer- 
ings, so that when he tried to repeat the 
words of the Creed—“Who for us men 
and for our salvation came”—he was un- 
able to proceed, because his voice fal- 
tered and broke. Dr. Denney’s lofty 
spirit was not less sensitive. The Cross 
of our Lord Jesus Christ always seemed 
to him to be an act beyond all compre- 
hension, one that was perfectly miracu- 
lous, “the most wonderful work of Him 
who alone does wonderful things.” 

Dr. Denney finds his doctrine first in 
the experience of the believer, then in 
the Church’s discoveries in this vast 
region of truth, and afterwards in the 
New Testament. This method has the 
advantage of engaging our interest from 
the first, and. of holding us close to real- 
ity all the way. 

Afterwards he discourses on “The 
Need of Reconciliation,” “Reconciliation 
as Achieved by Christ,” and “Reconcili- 
_ation as Realised in Human Life”—in 
these three luminous chapters he ex- 
pounds the doctrine which he has al- 
ready stated. Dr. Denney writes. here, 
as always, with quite unusual clearness. 
On one occasion he gave a lecture on the 


Person of Christ to a congregation of 
plain people. One entirely uneducated 
person said at the close, “Thank God 
for the English language.” It was a 
felicitous expression, but the pellucid 
English of Dr. Denney’s style is merely 
the clothing of the perfectly articulated 
thought. 

In Dr. Denney’s earlier writings on 
the Death of Christ he confines himself 
very much to the aspect of propitiation. 
In this volume he takes a wider sweep 
and enters on that region which Pro- 
fessor Laidlaw termed: “an. unknown 
land,” the region which lies between 
Christ for me and Christ in me (cf. 
Gal. 2:20). But if it is an unknown 


the Christian life is lived. 

For almost a third of his book Dr. 
Denney is occupied with “Reconciliation 
in the Christian Thought of the Past.” 
It was unnecessary that he Should be at 
pains to assure hig readers that “he 
gives no account at second hand, of 
books which he has not read.” In every 
fiber of his being he was a scholar, domi- 
nated by an austere ‘literary conscience. 
And that modest word, “read,” must be 
taken in its fullest meaning. 

In his “New Testament; Doctrine of 
Reconciliation” he has, perforce, to 
travel again over the ground trodden by 
him in his “Death of Christ,” but there 
is here no sameness, and only that de- 
gree of iteration which is inevitable. It 
is to the last three chapters that the 
reader will turn with the liveliest in- 


@ terest. 


The Need of Reconciliation is pa- 
tiently set forth. “To do wrong gives 
us a bad conscience, and* a bad con- 
science paralyzes the moral nature. . . 
A famous hymn cries, 

* Be of sin the double cure: 

Cleanse me from its guilt and power.’ 


But its guilt and power are not co- 
ordinate. It is its guilt. which gives it 
power. Its guilt alienates us from God, 
and it is in virtue of this alienation that 
sin reigns in us. Hence to be recon- 
ciled to God is the sinner’s primary 
need.” With reference to conclusions 
which have been hastily drawn from the 
gradual processes of nature in evolution, 
-he pertinently~ remarks: “Rather than 
identify ourselves with (sin), we are 
bound to sacrifice everything in nature, 
including the natural life itself. Every 
one who knows anything about sin will 
admit that we should die rather than do 
wrong, and this is a conclusive proof 
that, however deeply our nature may be 
identified with sin, it is not finally one 
with it.” And, to come directly to the 
point, even “within the lines of the 
evolutionary process, on the basis of it, 
we ourselves have fallen, not once but a 





thousand times.” He thus restates the 


land to Christian dogma, it is ‘here that. 





doctrine of the race-sin: “The human 
race is one, and there is no answer—no 
complete answer—to problems arising 
out of the individual life until we take 
into account common sin of the 
race, the universal divine reaction inst 
* and also the redemptive will of 


In some respects the most important 
chapter in the book is that entitled, 
“Reconciliation as Achieved by Christ.” 
The author has already parried Sab- 
atier’s objection to the word “merit” in 
relation to the sufferings of Christ, and 
has gently protested against Moberly’s 
use of the word “penitence” in regard 
to Him who bore our sins. He now 
speaks with warm commendation of the 
insistence of both Bushnell and M’Leod 
Campbell on the dove of God as the 
fontal spring of the atonement. But. he 
asserts that along with a motive in love 
the redeeming work of Christ must have 
a reason in righteousness. What he has 
to say on this point he sums up in these 
words: 


“While the agony and the Passion 
were not penal in the sense of coming 
upon Jesus through a bad conscience, or 
making Him the personal object of di- 
vine wrath, they were penal in the 
sense that in that dark hour He had to 
realize to the full the divine reaction 
against sin in the race in which He was 
incorporated, and that without doing so 
to the uttermost He could not have 
been the Redeemer of that race from sin, 
or the Reconciler of sinful men to God.” 


And in a striking sentence he adds: 
“Even if no man should ever say, ‘Thou, 
O Christ, art all I want; more than all 
in Thee I find,’ God says it.” 

Such words remind one of the saying 
of an aged saint: “This is how God 
and I have been brought together, God 
is satisfied with the work His Son has 
done, and I also am satisfied.” 

The last chapter, “Reconciliation as 
Realised in Hitman Life,” seems to the 
present writer the least successful. It 
is full of beautiful things, and the 
strength of the reasoning makes one ‘for 
the most part a willing captive. But in 
his endeavor to reduce to a single term 
all the movement of the soul Godward 
Dr. Denney seems to compress, by a 
Procrustean process, justification, re- 
generation, the Spirit, to a oneness with 
faith, To abandon. oneself to the 
sin-bearing love which appeals to one 
in Christ, and to do so unreservedly, 
unconditionally, and for ever, is, he as- 
sures us, what the New ~estament 
means by faith. This is well; but when 
he adds, “Every Christian experience 
whatsoever all it justification, adop- 
tion, or sanctification—call it love, or 
repentance, or ~regeneration, or the 
Spirit—lies within faith and is depen- 
dent upon it,” one is tempted to inter- 
pose a “Distinguo.” One’s feeling of 
hesitation is deepened by the appreci- 
ative reference to tue Tric ntine defini- 
tion of Justification (p. 298), and by the 
fore-shortened doctrine of the Spirit 
(pp, 307-313). zs 

is is a great book: it is written by 
one who could truiy appropriate the 
motto of Zinzendorf and of Tholuck— 
“I have only one passion; it is He.” 


Behold | 
the Morning! 


By C. F. Wimberly, B.A. 


With forceful emphasis the author directs fresh 
attention to the second coming of the Lord. 
With millenniums of civilizatian shot and crum- 
bling to pieces, Mr. Wimberly discusses what 
he. calls a lost doctrine, the probability of its 
near fulfilment, and what it means and will 
mean to the future of the race. 


Cloth, $1.15 net, postpaid 


For sale by The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


Personal; Sending the money With your order 
saves both yourseif and us tine and expense. 











September 1. All for Christ. III. Our Tongues. 
Jas. 3: 1-12. (Consecration meeting.) 
September 8. Training Conscience and trained 


1-13. (May be led by the pastor.) 
September 15. The Saloon Power and How to 
Overthrow It. Hab. 2: 1-17. 
ptember 22. L from Bible Characters. 
Heb, 11 : 32-40; 12: 1, 2 


Sunday, August 25 


The Power of the Cross on the 
Frontier (Psa. 107 : 33-43). 











How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Mon.—The redeeming cross (Tit, 2: 
11-15). 

Tues.—Pride of citizenship (Acts 21: 


35-40). 
Wed.—A pioneer (Gen. 12: 1-8). 
Thurs.—Dangers of new countries (Isa. 
5 : 8-16). ** 
* Fri.—Churches in homes (Rom. 16: 1-5). 
Sat.—Welcoming Christ (John 4 : 39-42). 











Why are frontier missions needed? 
What triumphs have frontier missions won? 
Why do frontier missions deserve support? 


Y society wishes to have its mem- 

study an excellent little book 
a great American home mission- 
aries it would do well toe get a few 
copies of Mr. Don O. Shelton’s “Heroes 
of the Cross in America” (published by 
the Missionary Education Movement, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, 50 
cents). It is a series of sketches of 
David Brainerd, John Mason Peck, 
Marcus Whitman, John L. Dyer, and 
Joseph Ward. 


David Brainerd was born at Haddam, 
Conn., April 20, 1718. He entered Yale 
College in 1739, and was expelled in 
1742 because of a remark questioning 
the Christian experience of a tutor in 
the college and a wrongful accusation 
that he had spoken critically of the 
Rector. He was one of the most de- 
voted Christians and the ablest student 
in his class. The same year he left col- 
lege he was licensed as a minister of the 
Gospel. His heart was already filled with 
longing for the conversion of the In- 
dians and for a deep consecration of his 
own heart to God. “Oh, that God would 
bring in great numbers of them’ to 
Jesus Christ! I cannot but hope that I 
shall see that glorious day.” In a clause 
of a hymn which he quotes, he indicates 
his crowning determination: “My God 
shall be my all.” Ir his diary he wrote: 
“I want to wear out my life in his ser- 
vice, and for his glory.” And also this: 
“I know that I long for God, and a con- 
formity to His will, in inward purity and 
holiness, ten thousand times more than 
for anything here below.” He began his 
labors for the Indians under the Society 
in Scotland for Propagating Christian 
Knowledge, at Kaunaumeck, in the wil- 
derness between Stockbridge, Mass., and 
Albany, N. Y. In 1744, he moved to 
Pennsylvania and worked near the 
Forks of the Delaware with a devotion 
which knew no limit. Prayer was his 
very breath. Of, one occasion when he 


Indians he wrote: “Iwas in such 
anguish, and pleaded with so much earn- 
estness and importunity, that when I 
rose from. my: knees I felt. extremely 
weak and overcome; I could scarcely 
walk straight; my joints were loosed; 
the sweat ran down my face and body; 
and nature seemed as if it would dis- 
solve. . . . Thus I spent the evening, 
praying incessantly for divine assistance, 
and that I might not be self-dependent, 
but still have my whole dependence upon 
God. What I passed through was re- 
markable, and indeed inexpressible. All 
things here below vanished; and there 
appeared to be nothing of any consider- 
able importance to me but holiness of 
heart and life and the conversion of the 
heathen to God.” In 1745 he began work 





at Crossweeksung, N. J. The strain and 


by Conscience. Prov. 20: 27; Psa. Fi: © 


was praying against the idolatry of the ° 


























intensity and hardship of his work were 
too great and, in 1747, he was compelled 
to lay it down, dying on October 9, 1747, 
at the home of Jonathan Edwards, in 
Northampton, Mass. 


we 

John Wesley said: “Let every preacher 
read carefully over the ‘Life of David 
Brainerd.’ Let us be followers of him, 
as he was of Christ, in absolute self-de- 
votion, in total deadness to the world, 
and in fervent love to d and man. 
Let us but secure this point and the 
world will fall under our feet.” At an- 
other time Wesley wrote: “Find 
preachers of David Brainerd’s spirit, 
and nothing can stand before them.” 

John Mason Peck was born at Litch- 
field, Conn,, October 31, 1789; was or- 
dained at Catskill, New York, in 1813; 
was pastor of the Baptist Church at 
Amenia, N. Y., 1814-1816; became an 
itinerant missionary in Missouri and 
Illinois from 1817-1826; began The 
Pioneer, the first Baptist journal in the 
West, in 1829; founded and was prin- 
cipal of the Theological Seminary at 
Rock Spring, Ill, 1830-1831; aided in 
founding Shurtleff College, Ill., in 1835, 
and a Theological Seminary at Coving- 
ton, Ky., in 1836; organized the first 
German church at St. Louis in 1849; 
was pastor at Covington, Ky., in 1853- 
1854; and died at Rock Spring in 1858. 
His own words show his spirit: “I have 
now put my hand to the plow! Oh, 
Lord, may I never turn back, never re- 
gret this step. It is. my desire to live, 
to labor, to die, as a kind of pioneer in 
advancing the "Gospel. I feel a most 


‘heavenly joy when my heart is engaged 


in this’ work,” 


Marcus Whitman was born at Rush- 
ville, N. Y., September 4, 1802, and was 


converted during a revival at Plainfield, 


Mass. in 1819; “His original intention 
as to prepare for the ministry, but be- 
cause of physical weakness he decided 
to; study medicine. He graduated from 
‘the Berkshire Medical College at Pitts- 
field, . Mass., and took up. the practise of 
medicine in Canada.. After four years 


* he.returned to his former home to prac- 


tise his profession there. He gave up 
this plan and associated himself with 
his brother in the lumber business. . But 
God in His love and wisdom was shap- 
ing his lot in a different direction.” In 
1834, the American Board of Commis- 
sioners for Foreign Missions, at that 
time representing both Presbyterian and 
Congregational interests, decided to send 
the Rev. Samuel Parker and Marcus 
Whitman, M.D., to explore Oregon. 
Early in 1836, after his return from his 
tour of investigation, .the American 
Board having decided to found a mis- 
sion in Oregon, Dr. Whitman and Miss 
Narcissa Prentiss, of Prattsburg, Steu- 
ben County, N. Y., were married. Dur- 
ing the service preceding the marriage 
ceremony, the pastor gave out the hymn 
begmning 
“Yes, my native land, I love thee, 
All thy scenes I love them well.” 


“The whole congregation joined heartily 
in the singing,” says Mrs. Martha J. 
Lamb, “but before the hymn was half 
through, one by one they ceased singing, 
and audible sobs were heard in every 
part of the audiencé. The last stanza 
was sung by the sweet voice of Mrs. 
Whitman alone, clear, musical, and un- 
waver:ng.” 
é 2 


From 1836 to 1842 Whitman worked 
among the Indians of Oregon, and then 
‘took his famous ride across the conti- 
nent which saved Oregon to the United 
States. In 1847 an uprising among the 
sg —_— his mission and ended 
his ji 

ye 


One of the most delightful sketches 
of the personal character of Dr. Whit- 
man is that given by Mrs. Martha Wise- 
well Barrett, in a letter written Decem- 
ber 15, 1902, and published in The Sun- 
day School Times of January 10, 1903. 
Mrs. Barrett tells of Dr. Whitman’s ar- 
rival in the East in 1843, and of his 
Visit to the home of her mother, who 
was his sister. When he arrived at-their 


home he said that the object of his re- 


LESSON FOR AUGUST 25 (Luke 12:8-123 Acts. 1:1-8) 


‘West. 





turn to the East was solely to save Ore- 
gon to the United States. He remained 
only a few days. These are Mrs. Bar- 
rett’s words: 


“Our house was the gathering place 
for the neighbors and friends, who lis- 
tened to his narration of his life and 
work. I well remember that one day he 
dressed up in his buckskin suit, that 
they might see his appearance as he 
journeyed, I, remember standing op 
site him in the room when ‘he hac 
lasso in his hand. This he threw over 
my head and drew me up to him, to show 
the manner of catching animals in the 
And I have not forgotten how 
this frightened me. Dr. Whitman pos- 
sessed a singularly pleasant and winning 
manner. Child as I was, I shall never 
forget his Christian bearing and con- 
versation. Never solemn nor morose, 
he was always jovial, light-hearted, and 
happy. This was very hard for me to 
understand, for from the friends at 
home I had heard only of the hardships 
and ‘privations of the life he had lived. 
They held prayer-meetings in the even- 
ings, and on each morning of his stay 


with us he led in family worship. He}> 


talked constantly to our family of his 
work of soul-saving. My father said to 
him one day, ‘The Indians are ‘so treach- 
erous, I am afraid they will kill you, 
Mark,’ to which he replied that the Lord 
would take care of him—his life was in 
the Lord’s hands.” “ . 


The history of our country is full of 
such lives as these. - 

It was such lives that made our coun- 
try. 

Are we building life as true and faith- 
ful into the nation’s walls? 

New York Ciry. 
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How They Found the 
Secret of Victory 
(Continued from page 444) 


in the general meetings throughout the 
Conference. His glad smile is a testi- 
mony in itself, and he carries that meet- 
ing so cheerily, so joyously that no one 
seems to mind the necessary brevity of 
time for individual testimony. All the 
gathered gratitude of a week of new 
vision, blessed experiences, victory real- 
ized, freedom taken from Christ’s own 
loving hand,—all this breaks forth in 
the “Say So” meeting. There isn’t any 
shouting, somehow. Some voices are so 
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All Need 
Puffed Grains 


To Complete Them 


A dish of berries is twice better 
with thin, crisp, flavory Puffed Grains 
scattered in it. 


In a bowl of milk there is nothing 
so good as these flimsy, toasted bub- 
les of grain. 





low you cannot hear them clearly. You | 
can see the hesitancy in some who start | 


to rise, and then having risen, and given | 


prais¢ in a single sentence, the counte- | 


nance breaks up into lines of ease and | 
rest and joy. Perhaps a hundred and 
fifty that afternoon “Said So.” And} 
that night at the supper table, a clean- 
visaged Christian business man from a 
big concern in Pittsburgh, leaned over 
to some friends and said with intense 
earnestness, “It’s the real thing. You 
simply can’t get around those testi- 
monies.” 

As the twilight sent its shadows over 
the campus, we gathered under the trees 
for a communion service. .Mr. Mc- 
Quilkin conducted that service, and 
pointed us in his Spirit-filled words to 
our returning Lord. It was dark when 
the communion elements were taken by 


that glad and humiliated and grateful } 


company of the Lord’s followers, and 
the Stillness and restfulness and fellow- 
ship of that hour are not soon to’ pass 
from the memory of any. of..us who 
gathered about the Lord’s table. After 
the meeting we were | th to go. Little 
groups stodd about in quiet conversa- 
tion under the trees. Some went away 
to pray. And by, and by, Addison Raws 
took up that silvery instrument of his 
and played, while we. listened,. “Where 
he leads me I- will, follow.” Then. we 
turned toward our night of rest, and 
a new day of new-disclosures of our 
Christ. 
w 
Method books you need in Sunday- 


school work are listed in. The Sunday 
School. Times’ book catalog. 
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They are like airy nut-meats on a 
dish of ice cream. No other garnish 
is half so enticing. 

In soups they are ready-toasted morsels 
with texture as light as a snowflake, 


Puffed Grains are the star foods 
among all breakfast dainties. But nearly 
every meal has a place for them. 





And between meals, every child loves 
to eat them dry or doused with melted 
butter. 


Puffed Corn Puffed 


Rice Puffs Wheat 


All Bubble Grains 
Each 15c—Except in Far West 

















Maximum Grain Foods 
Puffed Grains are Scientific grain foods, prepared by Prof. 
* Anderson’s:process, Every food cell is exploded, so every atom feeds. 
By these explosions the grains are puffed to bubbles eight times 
normal size, 
By no’ other process are grain foods so fitted to digest. 
ounce is.an ounce of clear nutrition. 
make them all-hour foods. 





Every 
And their ease of digestion 


Let children eat them in any way, at any time they will. 


‘The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Chicago 
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Yes, 
the Children 


can help the 
Soldiers and Sailors 


and here is just how. They can 
help to put a Testament into 
the pocket of many a man in 
the service who otherwise simply 
wouldn’t have any. ; 





At the request of any pastor, 
parent, teacher, or Suiday- 
school officer, a little circular 
bank, about two inches in diam- 
eter and a half inch thick, will 
be sent on approval, and without 
charge. The bank receives 


only dimes. 


It is carried easily in your 
pocket. In small amounts it 
gathers funds to supply Testa- 
ments, and three dimes mean 
a Testament for one of our boys 
in Army or Navy. 


Will you let one of your boys or 
* girls try the bank for a few days ? 


BUSINESS -MEN’S WAR COUNCIL OF 

THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE, Inc. 
J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasurer, 
520 Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than thirty foreign countries. It 
yeaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers; 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new. subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These: rates include 


.\ postage: 


\ $1 00 Five or more copies, either 
e to separate addresses or ina 
| Package to one address, $1 each, per year. 


— $1. 50 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


» One free copy. ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will he sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

For Great Britain, Mr. rench Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also supply the other publica- 
tions of The Sunday ool Times Company. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





T WAS a fine bit of testimony which 

A gad pave | Ca josnah Ss rere "nc left 
this earth. a or delivered 
me from ait evil lads.” No 
choicer favor could fait os on us and on 
our families tham that our children 
should be favored of the Lord and m 
partakers with us of the divine inher A 
ge Jacob & 24 count it beneath 
is dignity to tell to the younger gener- 
ation what the Lord had done for him. 
Yeung people usually feel great interest 
in their father’s life story—if it be a 
worthy one—and what they hear of their 
personal experiences of God’s goodness 
will probably abide. Could we not at 


‘times. make Family Worship the occa- 


sion when, as parents, we speak well of 
the Lord to our children? What our 
boys need in starting life is God; if we 
have nothing else to give them they have 
everything if they go out in life with 
Him. What out girls need as they leave 
the nurture of home is God’s love in 
their hearts, and that being so it is a 
small matter whether “Dame Fortune” 
smiles on them or not. Life through the 
Redeeming Angel is life indeed. 


August 19 to 25 
Mon.—Luke 12: 1-12. Speaking for Christ. 
Special trials bring special grace, and 


at the crisis, when the heart says, “O’ 


Lord, I am not eloquent,’*the Lord will 
say, “I will be with thy mouth.” The 
three champions were not careful to an- 
swer the king (Dan. 3:16). Their faith 
had created a holy recklessness which 
God honored. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
young ministers and preachers who are 
entering upon their holy vocation; that 
they may labér rather ta, 
to speak well that thef 
which bringeth @ snare may not fling its 
fettering influence over them. Pray for 
divinity students, and theological pro- 
fessors. 


Tues.—Acts 1: 1-8. Witnesses for Christ. 


In addition to the witness of the life, 
there must be direct and positive testi- 
mony borne for Jesus. “That which we 
have seen dnd heard declare we unto 
you.” We must tell out what Jesus is to 
us and what we have proved him to be 
as our Saviour and friend. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for our 
young people on vacation; that our 
Heavenly Father's smile may rest upon 
family reunions at summer homes, and 
that the association of friends may be 
sweetened and enriched by the recogni- 
tion of God’s goodness during periods of 
separation; for ats from dangers 
and disasters while seeking enjoyment 
and refreshing. 

Wed.—James 3: 1-8. 
The Power of the Tongue. 

The power of life and death is in the 
tongue. In families and among friends, 
what fires of evil passion have been 
kindled by a careless, reckless use of the 
tongue. In churches, what fires of dis- 
sension have blazed because of ungen- 
erous speech. A small tongue can do 
great good or great mischief. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray to be able 
to check all rough, reckless, false, and 
unkindly talk and to bé ‘saved from 
yielding to wayward, unconsidered, and 
suspicious language; that our common 
speech may be under the-control of the 
Spirit of God} -thatby: the tongue we 
may bless God and man, 


Thurs.—James 3: 9-18. Wisdom from Above. 


Wisdom from above must-be distin- 
guished from mere knowledge. One 
may acquire a knowledge of every 
science and yet not be wise, while one 
who can barely read may be a. wise man. 
To know God and his will is supreme 
wisdom which arrives at just judgments 
on all incidents in human, experience. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for’ all} 


outgoing missionaries; thit/ grace may 
be given for parting from home and 
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loved ones, and for facing new experi- 
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Our Motto 
The Whole 
to the 

Whole World 


THE INSTITUTE ON THE HILLSIDE 


Is a Great Ti c for Defend of 
Faith, Heralds of peyton Amsbansadors ~ of Goat bor 





(Lesson for August 25) AUGUST 10, tg18 © 


THE MISSIONARY TRAINING INSTITUTE . 
3 to> teednhcore os nates galas Se PNA baci Teenad 


Christ 


Our Saviaae 
Saactifier 


Comme fing 


pO TOU KNOW THE GOOD TIDINGS? 
me the Bible an to you? Is the weakh 
its message of t and pif asd Hope real? 





DO YOU POSSESS A BURNING LOVE FOR SOULS? 





souls, either at home or abroad, come to 


Write for Catalog. 


Is the greatest desire of your life the salvation and sanctification of men? Are yea awake to the 
true condition of helplessness and misery, now and eternally, of every eogl without Christ? 
If you really have the call of God and want to learn how to oarry the GOOD TIDINGS to sia-sick 


THE MISSIONARY soe CAMP ON THE easeoe 
ACK, N. Y. 'S SEPTEMBER 10th, 1916 





ences of trial, hardship, and loneliness ; 
that patience and fortitude may be given 
in the study of a strange language, and 
in adapting themselves to newly created 
conditions, 
Fri.—Matt. 25 : 34-4. 
Showing Our Love for Jesus. 
The king’s “I say” settles all questions, 
What gives value to our actions and 
differentiates between certain -kinds of 
beneficence and spiritual fruit is that it 
is “done unto me.” Faith in all its 
actions has the eye of Jesus and love 
strives to please him as the aim and end. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
sorely disappointed ones of our day; for 
the young man whose ambitions have 
been all crushed on account of the war; 
for parents whose oa are dashed to. 

ground; for business men whose t 
prosperity has vanished in a night, and 
for all whose loved ones have gone from |' 
their sides. 

Sat.—Psalm 145 : 1-12. 
Declaring His Mighty Acts, 

God’s acts are terrible and mighty. 
We may not be able to understand them, 
but we are nevertheless called upon to 
declare them so that others may observe 
the finger of God, his hand, and his 
arm in all, and marvel and give him 
glory. 

PRAYER SuccEstTions: Pray for work 
among Jewish women and children; es- 
pecially pray for those in London, 
England, where they have been under 
the fire of repeated ‘air attacks; that 
when they seek the shelter afforded by 
the Mission House they may learn what 
it is to be secure in Christ. 

Sun.—1 Thess. 5: 12-22. Encouraging Others. 

There are some people who are always 
on the verge of spiritual collapse and 
who need heart put into them. They 
lack energy and boldness; they are 
sensitive to criticism, dread persecution, 
and are apprehensive of the future. 
Such timid. souls must be encouraged in 
the Spirit of Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
preachers who are supplying for pastors 
on vacation; that their messages may 
come with refreshing power upon the 
congregations; for pastors, who are un= 


much néeded-‘rest “during»sthe_summer, 
and that God would renew. -their 
‘Strength, * ° => : 


New Yor Cr, me <3 
owe oe 
A ais bod for teachers of girls is 
“The Girl in. Her Teens,” by argaret 
e 


Slattery, obtainable from Sunday 
School Times Company for 50 cents. 


Your Best Asset 
— A Skin Cleared By — 


Cuticura Soap) 
pilcenesietns Sone %, Cintment 24 i Taleum 2. 

















able because. of circumstances: to take 











Does consciousness continue 1 
between death and the resurrection ? 


This question is answered 
Ditian 


Scofield 
Reference Bible 


Ed. by Rev. C. 1. Scofield, D.D. 
at all the hard"places in the 


New Edition. 2 Sizes. 34 Styles 
fa = Se Poke Ee eee Se 
india Paper. ©. Ciecular upon request. At all dealers 
UNIVERSITY PRESS AMERICAN BRANCH 
35 West 320 Street, --.. - .-.. * been 


THE, CALL TO THE COLORS 


BOR RALLYDAY 














er Fs “Drills; pe 
Country. OVER THE is another service 
equally attractive. For 10 a cunmey copy 
of each will bé mailed to any address. 


Tullar Meredith Co, 265 West 36th St, New York, N. ¥ 
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Church Organs 


Latest Approved Methods. Highest 
Grade Only. Established 1827. 


Main Office and Works *°"42' Se" 
Hook & Hastings Ca: 


BRANCHES : 
Bosten, New York, Phila., Chicago, Louisville, Dallas 


CHURCH PEWS 


and PULPIT FURNITURE 


Globe Puralture Co.,Ltd. 23 Park Place, Northvillie,Mich. 


CHINA FROM WITHIN 


By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 
Missionary of the Presbyterian Church, Tsingtao, China 
fe is a book **charged with the he, good of apos- 


enthusiasm, sident J. Ross 
Stevenson, D.D. of Sinosten Seminary 


The author follows apostolic methods in 
his work. His book is really ‘ Impressions 
and Experiences.of an Itinerating Evangelist.’ 
While he sets forth a valuable scheme for city 
evangelizdtion, it is: rural evangelism that 
most engages his energies. He tells of the 
‘hope’ the Gospel brings to plain Chinese 
country ,homes. 


Loyalty to Ged and 



































prayer and faithful [ojnessing isa joy of the 
book,’’ says The Missionary Review of the 
World ; and further: ‘‘ Missionaries doing de- 
putation work will find here the sort of infor- 
mation most welcome among the churcheés."’ 
The book is particularly rich in intimate 
glimpses of Chinese life and customs. 


Cloth, $1.50 met, postpaid 


‘fost Waist Sueees 


Personal: Sending the money with your order 





saves both yourself aad us time and expense. 


die sels. 


re ee ‘of Song, Recitation’ Exercises. 


‘The constant refrain of Victory through 
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